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In today’s world marked by major geopolitical and economic power shifts, multilateralism is the most effective means 

to govern global relations in a way that benefits all. Growing global challenges, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, climate 

change, conflicts and extreme poverty in many parts of the world, make all too evident the need for multilateral cooperation 

grounded on basic principles of international law and universal values.

In light of these challenges and opportunities, the European Commission and the High Representative  have put forward a 

set of policy proposals for a new multilateral agenda to deliver for all in today’s complex world.

 » Work for a renewed rules-based multilateralism fit for the 21st century that serves global 

governance as well as EU and global interests and values.

 » Defend universal values and international law, including human rights, and promote global agendas 

such as the Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement.

 » Make the most out of its political, diplomatic, and economic leverage.

 » Promote reform, effectiveness and efficiency of the multilateral system and a truly inclusive 

multilateralism where governments, civil society, the private sector, academia and other stakeholders 

work together.

 » Step up EU leadership and make better use the ability to act as a convenor, honest broker and bridge-

builder.

 » Deepen partnerships and alliances with third countries, multilateral and regional organisations, and 

reinforce coalitions on key priorities.

 » Be the best ally of multilateral partners, but demand transformation and truly strategic relationships.

 » Ensure greater consistency between multilateral and bilateral diplomacy.

 » Act together with Member States to deliver with one voice.

WHAT THE EU WILL DO TO ACHIEVE IT

WHAT THE EU WANTS

EU AGENDA FOR A RENEWED 

MULTILATERALISM

24 June 2021

The EU puts its full weight behind the UN Secretary-

General’s call for a global ceasefire and reinforced 

support for peace processes around the world.

The EU supports the implementation of the UN Secretary 

General “Call for Action” to advance and protect the 

human rights of all human beings.

Promote and defend human rights, make 

the world a safer place to live

 » Prevent and end conflicts

 » Uphold universal norms and values, democracy and human 

rights for all

 » Protect human rights defenders, ensure civil society has a 

strong voice

The EU is a global leader in climate action. Since 1990, it has cut greenhouse gas emissions by 31% while 

still growing its economy. The European Green Deal: reaching climate neutrality by 2050, protecting and 

restoring biodiversity and promoting the transition to a clean and circular economy. The EU:

  Is the biggest donor of climate finance - more than $25 billion in 2020, half of which was dedicated 

to climate adaptation;

  Works closely with developing countries and emerging economies to facilitate their transition to 

climate neutrality.

The EU will build Green Alliances and Partnerships with partner countries and regions and will step up 

international action and support for a green transition. At COP26 #Team Europe mobilised  

€783 million for green infrastructure to boost economic recovery in ASEAN countries.  EU and ASEAN 

hold regular high-level dialogues on the environment and climate change. Protecting the environment 

is a key priority for ASEM, in particular global ocean governance and sustainable blue growth.

The Global Climate Change Alliance Plus.  

The EU flagship initiative for climate vulnerable 

countries with over 80 programmes GCCA+ in Asia:  

9 countries, 16 national programmes  €89 million 

The EU Facility for Forest Law Enforcement, 

Governance and Trade (FLEGT) works in seven  

Asian countries. 

Development Smart Innovation through Research  

in Agriculture supporting research and innovation 

projects in Asia 

Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production 

(SCP) across 24 countries,  with more than 130 grant 

projects funded and technical support provided to 

national governments.

Strategic Partnerships for the Implementation  

of the Paris Agreement (SPIPA) 

The SPIPA programme encourages and assists 

non-European major economies in progressing  

toward the Paris Agreement goals.  

SPIPA is present in 8 Asian countries. 

Green recovery 

Climate action

Biodiversity  

protection

Disaster  
preparedness

Europe and Asia

for our planet

EU global programmes  and facilities in Asia

#EUForeignPolicy    #EEAS     #EUGreenDeal 
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Main priorities

The EU invests in early 

warning systems,  

monitoring and building national  

and local capacities for response.  

The European Commission’s Civil 

Protection and Humanitarian Aid 

Operations (ECHO) department  

has been present in the region  

since 1994.

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Global Climate Change Alliance Plus (GCCA+)

Directorate General for International 

Cooperation and Development 

41, Rue de la Loi, B-1049 Brussels, Belgium

SPIPA

The wider EU response to COVID-19 includes the #Team 

Europe package of €46 billion to support partner countries. 

Of this, €34 billion had been disbursed as of April 2021, in-

cluding €2.7 billion euros in Asia. Over €800 million has been 

mobilised specifically for the ASEAN region.

The 2020 EU-Japan Leaders online meeting affirmed a commitment to pooling efforts to 

tackle the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, while the joint EU-China 2020 Strategic Agenda 

for Cooperation addresses a number of challenges such as social welfare, social assistance, 

demographic ageing, as well as cross-country mobility. Many measures and initiatives have 

been adopted to provide access to vaccines and safe and accessible treatments, strengthen 

partner countries’ healthcare systems and mitigate the immediate social and economic con-

sequences of the crisis.

The COVAX Facility – a partnership between CEPI, Gavi, 

UNICEF and WHO – is a historic step towards the equi-

table distribution of COVID-19 vaccines globally. The EU, its 

member states and the European Investment Bank (EIB) 

contribute to half of COVAX’s financing. 

500+ million COVAX vaccines shipped worldwide (as of November 2021)

COVAX supported countries: facts and figures 

Corona virus 

global  
response

Keeping   
health systems 

functioning

Keeping supply 

chains open

Humanitarian 

funding

Commitment  

to a sustainable 

recovery

Europe and Asia

united against 

COVID-19

The COVAX’s financing
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Humanitarian funding to fight the pandemic 

In 2021, the EU provides €21 million to help people facing an unprec-

edented health and humanitarian crisis. In Asia humanitarian aid goes 

Bangladesh, East Timor, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal.Papua New 

Guinea, Philippines and Sri Lanka. Support for emergencies is also chan-

nelled through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism to many countries in 

Asia, for example to Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Nepal, Papua New 

Guinea, and Vietnam.

Areas of 
cooperation

"The virus does not distinguish 

between continents, borders, 

nationalities or ethnicities." 

First ASEM ministerial statement on COVID 19

The 3 pillars of ASEM

A policy-making laboratory

75%
global  tourism

60%
global population68% 

global trade

68 Ministerial 

 meetings

More than

140 Senior  

Official Meetings

13 Summits

53 Partners

460 Events

Political pillar

Important issues and challenges 

affecting both continents, 

including the fight against 

terrorism, common responses 

to international security threats, 

global environmental issues, 

management of migratory flows, 

human rights, welfare of women 

and children, etc.

Economic and Financial pillar

Promoting growth and 

employment, enhancing 

cooperation on global financial 

issues, dialogue in priority 

industrial sectors, fostering 

connectivity between the two 

regions, etc.

Social and Cultural pillar

A wide range of enhanced 

contacts and dialogue between 

the two regions on topics such  

as education, social protection  

and employment, and  

co-operation on the protection  

of cultural heritage.

65%
global GDP 

ASEM: CONNECTING ASIA AND EUROPE SINCE 1996

Every year since  

1 March 2017  

the 53 ASEM 

partners 

celebrate 

this day with 

initiatives and 

events.

ASEM DAY

1 
MARCH

#EUForeignPolicy    #EEAS
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The Asia-Europe 

Meeting (ASEM) 

is a unique, informal 

platform for political 

dialogue and 

cooperation between 

53 partners in Asia 

and Europe.

ASEM 25 Years Anniversary 

ASEM 25th anniversary in 2021 is an opportunity to reinforce its impact and show its 

relevance to ordinary people. The use of a special ASEM 25! logo throughout 2021 will 

contribute to spread the message.

The logo will be used on communication products (i.e. videos, leaflets, info graphics, 

etc. as well as in e-mail signatures of the ASEM team) and replace the traditional ASEM 

logo for the anniversary year.
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EU-Asia Fora. It does not represent the 
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Why do Europe-Asia relations matter to you? 

There has been significant progress in Eu-

rope-Asia relations over the centuries. Numer-

ous historical records demonstrate that the two 

continents began a close relationship in the 16th 

century, since when they have engaged in ex-

change in areas such as culture, trade, politics 

and education. We have learned from each other 

and built mutual understanding based on good 

faith. 

The contributions of European culture in the re-

gion of Cambodia are an example of the close 

relationship between Asia and Europe, especial-

ly since the late 19th century, when Cambodia 

became a French protectorate. Examples doc-

umented in Cambodia include the introduction 

of Christianity, as well as European urban struc-

tures, architecture and arts. 

This year the ASEM Cultural Festival  

will be in Cambodia, and…

… it will be a great opportunity to promote the 

sophisticated artworks of the Khmer Collections. 

Through this unique event, the National Muse-

um of Cambodia (NMC) will be able to present 

numerous artworks and religious phenomena 

that are deep-rooted in Khmer culture.

The presentation of the Museum’s collections 

through the ASEM Cultural Festival will raise 

awareness in Europe of how Hinduism and Bud-

dhism were the main religious practices in Cam-

bodian history. It will also show that art peaked 

between the pre-Angkorean and the post-Ang-

korean periods. 

Interview with Museum Curator

Chhay Visoth, Cambodia 

www.passagetoasia.eu

ASEM CULTURAL FESTIVAL 
CAMBODIA 2021 

The ASEM Cultural Festival 2021 will be held 
as an official side event of the 13th ASEM 
Summit (ASEM13). The Festival is co-organ-
ised by the European Union (EU), the Cam-
bodian Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts and 
the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF). It is sup-
ported financially by the EU and the Roy-
al Government of Cambodia. Through the 
celebration of artistic and cultural diversity 
from Asia and Europe, the Festival aims to 
strengthen the connections between ASEM 
Partners. 
www.asemculturalfestival.com

EU-ASIA PORTRAITS

A Passage 
to Asia 

25 Centuries of Exchange between

Asia and Europe.

ASEM 25 Years Anniversary 

ASEM 25th anniversary in 2021 is an opportunity to reinforce its impact and show its 

relevance to ordinary people. The use of a special ASEM 25! logo throughout 2021 will 

contribute to spread the message.

The logo will be used on communication products (i.e. videos, leaflets, info graphics, 

etc. as well as in e-mail signatures of the ASEM team) and replace the traditional ASEM 

logo for the anniversary year.
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Asia and Europe: 
Cultures Connect 

Brussels, 15 – 26 November 

Phnom Penh, 22 – 26 November

and online  
www.asemculturalfestival.com 

EU- Asia talks  - Podcasts

EU- Asia talks  - Podcasts
The Asia Europe Meeting: 
achievements, present and future challenges.

EU-ASEAN strategic partnership working  
together for the benefit of both regions

EU-Asia security experts tell us why our  
oceans need protection

Interview with Museum Curator  
Chhay Visoth, Cambodia 

ASEM Cultural Festival  2021
Asia & Europe: 
Cultures Connect
Brussels – Phnom Pen 
and online! 

Through the celebration of 
artistic and cultural diversity 
from Asia and Europe, the 
Festival aims to strengthen 
the connections between the 
ASEM Partners. For 2021 The 
Festival is co-organised by 
the European Union (EU), the 
Cambodian Ministry of Culture 
and Fine Arts and the Asia-Eu-
rope Foundation (ASEF) with 
financial support from the EU 
and the Royal Government of 
Cambodia.

Asia and Europe: 
Cultures Connect 

Brussels, 15 – 26 November 

Phnom Penh, 22 – 26 November

and online  

www.asemculturalfestival.com 

https://www.asemculturalfestival.com/blog/
https://passagetoasia.eu
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https://anchor.fm/euasia-fora/episodes/The-EU-ASEAN-Strategic-Partnership-working-together-for-the-benefit-of-both-regions-and-the-global-community-e157pot
https://www.asemculturalfestival.com/2021/10/21/interview-with-chhay-visoth-cambodia/
https://www.asemculturalfestival.com/2021/10/21/interview-with-chhay-visoth-cambodia/
http://www.asemculturalfestival.com
http://www.asemculturalfestival.com


What they say about ASEM…

This project is funded 
by the European Union

The EU-Asia Fora project promotes the EU’s role in international fora. These include ASEM 
(Asia-Europe Meeting), the major political platform linking Asia and Europe since 1996, 
ASEAN, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and ARF, the ASEAN Regional Forum.
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The Asia-Europe Meeting  
(ASEM) is indispensable.

Vivian Balakrishnan 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Singapore

In the ASEM context, the EU 
will continue to work with 
Asian partners to put the global 
socio-economic recovery on 
a sustainable and inclusive 
footing, while reducing global 
inequalities and combating the 
climate crisis. This will be the 
central theme for our Leaders 
at the next ASEM summit in 
November in Cambodia. We 
need to build back our world 
better and greener, with a 
recovery that benefits all our 
peoples.

Josep Borrell 
European Union Vice President  
and High representative for Foreign 
Affairs

ASEM’s commitment 
towards building 
a cohesive, 
competitive, resilient, 
and sustainable 
community for the 
peoples of Asia and 
Europe remains a 
top priority. Let me 
stress that European 
and Asian values are 
common values when 
the well-being of our 
people is our common 
goal.  

Prak Sokhonn 
Cambodia Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation of Cambodia

In ASEM, we should continue 
to promote multilateral 
cooperation on how to 
address global challenges 
emerging from the COVID-19 
pandemic to climate change, 
from ocean governance to the 
digital transformation.

Francisco André 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation, Portugal

ASEM and YOUTH

Why Asia-Europe relations 

matter to YOUTH?

ASEM 25 Years Anniversary 

ASEM 25th anniversary in 2021 is an opportunity to reinforce its impact and show its 

relevance to ordinary people. The use of a special ASEM 25! logo throughout 2021 will 

contribute to spread the message.

The logo will be used on communication products (i.e. videos, leaflets, info graphics, 

etc. as well as in e-mail signatures of the ASEM team) and replace the traditional ASEM 

logo for the anniversary year.
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“The partnership between Asia and 
Europe is not only desirable but 
essential. Many young girls from 
my generation are denied access to 
education.”

Praya Lundberg 
Thai-Swedish actress

“The beauty of ASEM is the 
informality, the encounter 
between countries that don’t 
normally interact so much.”

Steven Everts 
FORMER ASEM Senior Official

“One of my hope for ASEM  
in the coming years is to be  
a marketplace of ideas and  
also an incubator of ideas.” 

Yeo Lay Hwee 
EU Centre in Singapore

“ASEM can be seen as a  
forum that can help to build  
consensus among leaders that  
can then perhaps contribute  
to progress elsewhere.”

Bart Gaens 
Finnish Institute for International Affairs
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