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ASEM CONFERENCE ON

CLIMATE ACTION TO ACHIEVING THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

- WAYS FORWARD
Can Tho City, Viet Nam, 18 – 20 June 2018
SUMMARY REPORT

1. The ASEM Conference on Climate Action to Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals - Ways Forward – a joint initiative by Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Italy, Myanmar, the Netherlands and Viet Nam, was organized in the city of Can Tho, Viet Nam, from 18 – 20 June 2018. The event was endorsed by ASEM Foreign Ministers at the 13th Asia – Europe Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held in Nay Pyi Taw in November 2017 with a view to provide a venue for richer discussions and broader perspectives in climate change adaptation and to reinforce ASEM climate partnership in the new era of development.
2. The Conference gathered about 200 participants, including ASEM government officials, researchers, experts, and representatives from the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), ASEAN Secretariat, European Commissioner for Climate Action, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) and Partnering for Green Growth and Global Goals 2030 (P4G) (the list of participants is attached as an Annex). 
3. In his address, H.E. Mr. Pham Binh Minh, Deputy Prime Minister of Viet Nam stressed that climate change is the defining challenge of our time, and highlighted the urgent need for ASEM’s actions in strengthening the resilience of the people, infrastructure, economies and environment against the intensifying impacts of climate change. The Deputy Prime Minister called on the participants to explore concrete measures for tangible cooperation between the two continents to respond to climate change at an accelerated pace and enhanced scale across all sectors to implement the Paris Agreement and achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

4. During the discussions, participants highlighted that the historic Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, both adopted in 2015, had set the world on a long-term path to a low-carbon future, that requires early actions as well as international climate cooperation at an unprecedented scale to succeed. Participants underscored that actions to address climate change and sustainable development must be incorporated in the national strategies. They called for an integrated approach at local, national, inter-regional and international level, with broad based concerted action from all levels of society, public and private and the engagement of all key stakeholders, particularly women, youth and poor. Furthermore, participants emphasized the importance of ensuring peace and stability as a prerequisite.
5. The Conference stressed the importance of capacity building, good governance at all levels, innovation and technologies application, trans-displinary research, public – private partnership enhancement and financing in ensuring that specific mitigation and adaptation measures are implemented effectively. Participants agreed that a coherent response to climate change would include the sustainable management of natural resources, increasing productivity, disaster risk reduction, among others. They also underscored the huge costs of inaction and highlighted the benefits of investments in climate change mitigation and adaptation for the global environment, improved public health, new jobs, new opportunities for sustainable prosperity and business competitiveness. Many valuable experiences and best practices, including local, bilateral, sub-regional and regional arrangements, were shared.
6. Participants discussed and proposed a number of recommendations to enhance the tangible cooperation between ASEM partners to promote climate action for a sustainable future, including:
(i) Enhancing ASEM contributions to global efforts in the implementation of the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; 
(ii) Reinforcing comprehensiveb and transboundary approach in perception and in carrying out both mitigation and adaptation measures to respond to climate change, harmonizing them with efforts made to address other issues such as biodiversity, water, agriculture, circular economy, health and disaster reduction; promoting nature-based solutions; strengthening climate information in developing and implementing investment projects;

(iii) Furthering exchange of views, lessons learned, best practices among ASEM and between ASEM and other partners, especially with regards to integrating climate action and SDGs measures into development plans from a long-term and cross-sectorial perspective;
(iv) Strengthening international cooperation among ASEM members on observation, forecasting, impact assessment and other aspects of climate change, including participatory frameworks of cooperation to strengthen experts capacity, with a view to enable countries to ascertain and forecast the regional and domestic impacts of climate change and to perceive the risk of climate change;
(v) Facilitating and strengthening linkages to various initiatives, projects and tangible cooperation areas on sustainable water management, disaster risks reduction, energy, ecosystems stability and resilience, food security and safety, poverty reduction, urban planning towards low carbon development and resilience, among others. 
(vi) Enhancing multi-stakeholder partnership in response to climate change and strengthening an ASEM network of experts, government officials, academic circles, cities and/or local governments, international institutions and private sectors working on identifying sectors and issues in need of urgent attention based on regional differences in the impacts of climate change and corresponding response measures;
(vii) Promoting assistance in narrowing the development gap, especially in education and training, technology and digitalization, and ICT application, and fostering sub-regional and regional cooperation among ASEM members; including that between Mekong and Danube regions;
(viii) Encouraging corporate social responsibility and public-private partnership in building climate and disaster resilience and promoting innovation, green and clean technology transfer in climate change mitigation and adaptation; 
(ix) Improving the enabling environment and innovative finance mechanisms in order to promote investments in green growth, renewable energies and energy efficiency;  
(x) Providing specific support from developed members of ASEM to developing ones that are most vulnerable to climate change, to have access to financing, technology transfers, smart investment and capacity building, to leave no one behind.
(xi) Enhancing ASEM cooperation in preventing plastic wastes discharge into the ocean and supporting global initiatives in this field.
7. Participants praised Viet Nam for successfully hosting this important Conference and encouraged ASEM partners to participate in/ organise future events of this nature to further promote the ASEM tangible cooperation in climate action to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals as well as to enhance the visibility of ASEM.
8. The outcomes and recommendations of the Conference will be reported to the 12th ASEM Summit in Brussels in October 2018.

Can Tho City, Viet Nam, 20 June 2018.
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