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  First Name Last Name 
Country of 

Citizenship 
Position University/ Workplace 

Thematic 

Angle 

1  Mr Monga MUKASA Australia Integration Teacher Notre Dame College Culture 

2  Mr Shantanu PAUL Australia 
Strategy & 

Integration Lead 
Ashoka 

Economy & 

Finance 

3  Ms Stefanie MAYRWÖGER Austria 
Undergraduate 

Student 

St. Pölten University of 

Applied Sciences 

Religion & 

Spirituality 

4  Mr Benedikt URBAN Austria Graduate Student 
Central European 

University  

Religion & 

Spirituality 

5  Ms Rubina AKTER Bangladesh 
Protection 

Associate 

United Nations High 

Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) 

Family 

6  Mr Walid Bin HABIB Bangladesh Graduate Student University of Freiburg Media 

7  Mr Adil  EL MADANI Belgium Policy Officer 

Belgian Federal 

Ministry of Economic 

Affairs 

Family 

8  Ms Stéphanie CARBONNELLE Belgium 
Undergraduate 

Student 
KU Leuven Environment 

9  Mr Johannes DE BRUYCKER Belgium Founder The Caravan’s Journal  Media 

10  Mr Louis DE JAEGER Belgium Founder Commensalist Environment 

11  Mr Antoine STRUELENS Belgium Founder & CEO Molenbike  
Economy & 

Finance 

12  Ms Nur Khalish IDERIS 
Brunei 

Darussalam 
Graduate Student 

University Brunei 

Darussalam 
Environment 

13  Ms 
Sharifah Adila 

Surya 

MALAI HAJI 

ABDULLAH 

Brunei 

Darussalam 
Vice Secretary SMARTER Brunei Family 

14  Mr Kaloyan KONSTANTINOV Bulgaria Editor OFFNews 
Religion & 

Spirituality 

15  Dr Boyko NOVEV Bulgaria Liaison Officer 
Presidency of the 

Council of the 

European Union 

Family 

16  Mr Phynuch THONG Cambodia Founder  

Association of 

Southeast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) Youth 

Leaders Association-

Cambodia 

Environment 

17  Mr Weiwei FAN China Chief Executive 
Anhui Shangu Tech Co. 

Ltd. 

Science & 

Technology 

18  Ms Jiamin HUANG China 
Undergraduate 

Student 

Renmin University of 

China 

Economy & 

Finance 

19  Ms Ke LI China 
Undergraduate 

Student 
Tsinghua University Media 

20  Ms Kanghui WANG China Graduate Student KU Leuven Education 

21  Ms Yi WANG China Deputy Director 

International 

Department, All-China 

Youth Federation 

Culture 

22  Mr Matko Sanjin JOVANOVIĆ Croatia 
Undergraduate 

Student 
University of Zagreb 

Religion & 

Spirituality 

23  Mr Leonardo MIODRAG Croatia 
Undergraduate 

Student 

University College of 

Northern Denmark 
Sports 

24  Ms Maria CHRISTOFIDE Cyprus Project Manager 
Action Global 

Communications Ltd. 
Politics 

25  Ms Katerina GAVRIELIDOU Cyprus Founder 
The European Cyprus 

Society 

Science & 

Technology 
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26  Mr Costas GEORGIADES Cyprus Graduate Student Maastricht University  
Economy & 

Finance 

27  Ms Jana KARASOVÁ Czech Republic Journalist Czech Zero Waste Blog Environment 

28  Ms Klára SOMMEROVÁ Czech Republic 
Legal Counsel & 

Co-Founder 
S-právnĕ Sports 

29  Ms Mina QAUME Denmark Vice Chair From Street to School  Culture 

30  Mr Søren  WARTHOE Denmark Project Manager 
European Movement 

Denmark 
Politics 

31  Mr Uku LILLEVÄLI Estonia Graduate Student Lund University  
Economy & 

Finance 

32  Ms Laura Emilia LAKKA Finland Project Researcher 
Centre for 

Parliamentary Studies 

Religion & 

Spirituality 

33  Ms Olivia GEYMOND France Research Manager Ecorys Politics 

34  Mr Paul SÉDILLE France Journalist HK01 Media 

35  Ms Felicitas BEGER Germany Graduate Student 
Université Catholique 

de Louvain 
Education 

36  Mr Luca BUCKEN Germany Graduate Student 
United Nations 

University  
Environment 

37  Mr Lars RADSCHEIDT Germany Graduate Student University of Vienna Sports 

38  Ms Florence  WITZEL Germany 
Undergraduate 

Student 

Vrije Universiteit 

Brussels 
Media 

39  Ms Maria KOFTEROU Greece Graduate Student 
Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki 

Science & 

Technology 

40  Mr Ioannis LADAS Greece Doctoral Student 

University of Athens & 

Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki  

Education 

41  Ms Myrto OIKONOMOU Greece Doctoral Student University of Oxford 
Economy & 

Finance 

42  Mr Dominik FÖLDI Hungary Co-Founder Tekrama Media 

43  Mr Patrik PALLAGI Hungary 
Undergraduate 

Student 
University of Toronto 

Science & 

Technology 

44  Ms Disha ARORA India 
Communications 

Manager 

Indian Institute of 

Management Udaipur 

Religion & 

Spirituality 

45  Mr Finub JAMES SHIRLEY India Doctoral Student KU Leuven & IMEC Education 

46  Ms Prakriti SHARMA India 
Undergraduate 

Student 

Symbiosis School for 

Liberal Arts 
Sports 

47  Mr Raghavendra TENKAYALA India Deputy Director 
Bangalore 

International Center 
Culture 

48  Ms Hailley TURAKHIA India Graduate Student 

Symbiosis Institute of 

Media and 

Communication  

Religion & 

Spirituality 

49  Mr Paramartha NARENDRADHIPA Indonesia 

National Vice 

President of 

Business 

Development 

AIESEC in Finland 
Religion & 

Spirituality 

50  Mr Irfan PRABOWO Indonesia 

Co-Founder & Chief 

Communications 

Officer 

Konner Advisory 
Science & 

Technology 

51  Ms Vania SANTOSO Indonesia Co-Founder heySTARTIC 
Economy & 

Finance 

52  Ms Norah BURNS Ireland Lecturer University of Limerick Education 
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53  Ms Mairead HOPKINS Ireland 
Undergraduate 

Student 
Dublin City University Sports 

54  Ms Aíne MCPARLAND Ireland 
Undergraduate 

Student 
Dublin City University Sports 

55  Ms Rosemary SWEENEY Ireland Executive Officer 
Higher Education 

Authority, Ireland 
Education 

56  Ms Federica LA CHINA Italy Project Assistant 

International Centre 

for Migration Policy 

Development 

Politics 

57  Ms Clara LATINI Italy Founder Decision-Making Media 

58  Mr Juan LUCCI Italy Consultant 
Inter-American 

Development Bank 
Environment 

59  Mr Sebastiano MORI Italy Project Officer 
European Centre for 

Electoral Support  
Culture 

60  Mr Koichi IKEDA Japan Country Officer 
Japan International 

Cooperation Agency 
Family 

61  Mr Robin LEWIS Japan 

Disaster Risk 

Management 

Specialist 

World Bank Environment 

62  Ms Keiko ONO Japan 
Human Resource 

Manager 
Google Family 

63  Ms Momoko NARIMATSU Japan Personal Assistant 
Kspace International 

School  
Sports 

64  Mr Stanislav KHANIN Kazakhstan Doctoral Student Nazarbayev University  Education 

65  Ms Olga YAKIMENKO Kazakhstan Graduate Student Karolinska Institutet 
Science & 

Technology 

66  Ms Se Mi CHOI Korea 
Exchange 

Coordinator 
Korea University 

Religion & 

Spirituality 

67  Mr Olida INTHAVONG Lao PDR 
Law & Policy 

Advisor 

LAO PDR – US 

International & ASEAN 

Integration Project 

Politics 

68  Ms Kristine MILERE Latvia 

Curator of Foreign 

Decorative & 

Applied Arts  

Art Museum Riga 

Bourse 
Culture 

69  Ms Dārta OŠENIECE Latvia 
Undergraduate 

Student 

Ventspils University 

College 

Religion & 

Spirituality 

70  Mr Arkādijs ZVAIGZNE Latvia Graduate Student Riga Business School  Education 

71  Ms Ilona ALEKSIUNAITE Lithuania Graduate Student 
School of Oriental and 

Asian Studies (SOAS) 
Politics 

72  Ms Zivile EINIKYTE Lithuania 
Marketing 

Assistant 
SCUBE Marketing Sports 

73  Ms Ieva KESKINE Lithuania Consultant 

United Nations 

Development 

Programme (UNDP) 

Environment 

74  Ms Lou FRISCH Luxembourg 
Undergraduate 

Student 
Leiden University  Culture 

75  Mr Daniel RUIZ VIEJOBUENO Luxembourg 
Undergraduate 

Student 
University of Essex Environment 

76  Mr 
Noor 

Shahiwan bin 
ISMAIL Malaysia Entrepreneur Suncrox Solar  Environment 

77  Dr Nur Hannah MOHAMED NAZRI Malaysia Medical Doctor 

National Health 

Service, United 

Kingdom  

Science & 

Technology 

78  Ms Annabelle MUSCAT Malta Project Manager 
European Union (EU) 

Funds 
Culture 

79  Mr Erdenebileg BAT-ERDENE Mongolia IT Professional Namir Group  
Science & 

Technology 
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80  Ms Maral GANKHUYAG Mongolia Programs Director Zorig Foundation Culture 

81  Ms Kaythari KYAW Myanmar Founder Young Leader Initiative Media 

82  Ms Myo SANDAR Myanmar Doctoral Student 
Eötvös Loránd 

University 

Economy & 

Finance 

83  Ms Maaike DROOGERS Netherlands Scientific Officer 
European Public 

Health Association 

Science & 

Technology 

84  Ms Charlotte HEYSTEK Netherlands Technical Writer SLI Systems Sports 

85  Ms Ankie PETERSEN Netherlands Project Manager 

The United Nations 

Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) 

Culture 

86  Mr Alexander  KUCH  New Zealand  Ambassador I’m Adopted, Romania  Family 

87  Ms Anna ZAM New Zealand Junior Barrister CODR 
Economy & 

Finance 

88  Ms Merry HO Norway 
President and 

Education Officer 

Erasmus Student 

Network Norway 
Family 

89  Ms Silje STEVENS Norway Graduate Student University of Bergen Media 

90  Ms Maha ALI Pakistan Graduate Student 
Central European 

University 
Politics 

91  Mr Aqeel MALIK Pakistan Barrister-at-Law ANZ Partners  Politics 

92  Mr Alexander CRUZ Philippines Doctoral Student 
KU Leuven & Vrije 

Universiteit Brussels 
Environment 

93  Mr George SORIANO Philippines Civil Engineer 

Department of Public 

Works and Highways, 

The Philippine 

Government 

Politics 

94  Ms Arianne ZAMORA Philippines Graduate Student University of Antwerp Family 

95  Ms Zuzanna ATANASOW Poland Graduate Student 

Diplomatic Academy of 

the Polish Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs 

Media 

96  Mr Marek SIEK Poland Graduate Student 
Baruch College, City 

University of New York 
Politics 

97  Ms Weronika ZIMNA Poland Board Member MamyGlos Foundation Education 

98  Ms Ana Rita FOLGADO Portugal Freelance Architect  Culture 

99  Ms Ruxandra MANEA Romania Co-Founder Aspire for Teachers Education 

100  Mr David TIMIS Romania Co-Founder European Heroes 
Science & 

Technology 

101  Ms Laura VISAN Romania Project Manager Everis  
Science & 

Technology 

102  Ms Elena KILLIAKOVA 
Russian 

Federation 
Founder 

YogaMorning@ 

Vladivostok  
Family 

103  Ms Liudmila MANINA 
Russian 

Federation 

Senior Marketing 

Executive 
Holy Peppers Studio Media 

104  Mr 
Muhammad 

Noramin 

BIN MOHAMED 

FARID 
Singapore Doctoral Student 

Royal Holloway, 

University of London  
Culture 

105  Mr Ankush WAGLE Singapore Research Assistant 

Institute of South Asian 

Studies, National 

University of Singapore 

Science & 

Technology 
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106  Mr Daniar RUSNAK Slovakia 

Analytics & 

Automation 

Consultant 

Exponea 
Science & 

Technology 

107  Ms Denisa SAMKOVÁ Slovakia 
Undergraduate 

Student 
Comenius University Media 

108  Mr Alexander CROWTHER Slovenia 
Undergraduate 

Student 
University of Ljubljana Family 

109  Ms Urška ERKLAVEC Slovenia President 
Youth Network No 

Excuse Slovenia 
Sports 

110  Mr Alejandro ARTIACH SOUNSSI Spain Fellow 
Young Sustainable 

Impact (YSI)  
Sports 

111  Mr Ramon MARTINEZ Spain Manager DARE Network 
Religion & 

Spirituality 

112  Mr Jorge 
SÁNCHEZ 

HERNÁNDEZ 
Spain 

Programme 

Coordinator 

World Association of 

Girl Guides and Girl 

Scouts 

Environment 

113  Mr Jordi TORRES ROSELLO Spain Graduate Student  
College of Europe 

Natolin 
Education 

114  Mr Mikael ERIKSSON Sweden Blue Book Trainee 
European External 

Action Service (EEAS) 
Politics 

115  Ms Sofia KRISTENSSON Sweden Graduate Student University of Turin Education 

116  Mr Christian NEUBACHER Sweden Co-Editor-in-Chief 

European Horizons’ 

Review of European 

and Transatlantic 

Affairs 

Family 

117  Mr Axel NORDENSTAM Sweden Graduate Student University of Bath  Politics 

118  Ms Nathalie 
TALBERG 

PEDERSEN 
Sweden Co-Founder Rewopme 

Economy & 

Finance 

119  Ms Sabine FANKHAUSER Switzerland 
Undergraduate 

Student 
University of St. Gallen Politics 

120  Mr Linus MEIER Switzerland 
Undergraduate 

Student 

Zurich University of 

Applied Sciences 
Family 

121  Mr Phurit  BOVORNCHUTICHAI Thailand Doctoral Student University of Oxford 
Economy & 

Finance 

122  Mr Chiawchan CHODHIRAT Thailand Police Captain Royal Thai Police  Sports 

123  Mr Pannavat VEERABURINON Thailand Graduate Student University of Stirling Culture 

124  Ms 
Nadia 

Rehman 
KHAN 

United 

Kingdom 
Chief Executive  The Delicate Mind 

Religion & 

Spirituality 

125  Mr Babatunde ONABAJO 
United 

Kingdom 
Entrepreneur 

Start-up in registration 

process 

Economy & 

Finance 

126  Ms Phuong MAI ANH TRAN Viet Nam 
Youth Program 

Coordinator  

United States Embassy 

in Hanoi 
Media 

127  Mr Phat NGUYEN Viet Nam Founder Chay Nhăt Sports 
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Participants   

Mr Monga MUKASA 

 

Australia 

 

 

Integration Teacher 
 

Notre Dame College 

 
 

 

Monga has a Bachelor’s degree in Politics and International 

Relations and is currently working as an Integration Teacher 

at Notre Dame College before undertaking his Master’s 

degree in Teaching. Prior to this role, Monga had interned in 

Malaysia as a Project Assistant for Fugee School and was 

named a UNICEF Australia Young Ambassador, where he 

worked to engage children and young people across 

Australia about child rights. Monga is also the founder of 

Leaders of Youth Diversity and Action, a not-for-profit 

organisation with the purpose of empowering young people. 

Monga is devoted to youth development and community 

engagement working closely with different communities both 

locally, nationally and internationally. 

Ms Stefanie MAYRWÖGER 

 

Austria 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

St. Pölten University of 

Applied Sciences 

 
 

 

Stefanie is working towards a Bachelor’s degree in Digital 

Design at St. Pölten University of Applied Sciences. She also 

works as a Project Assistant for the European Initiative for 

Education (EIE). Stefanie volunteers as a youth worker in her 

church community and has participated in several 

ERASMUS+ projects with a focus on Learning Design, 

Blended Learning, and Education for democratic 

citizenship/Human rights education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Benedikt URBAN 

 

Austria 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Central European University 

 
 

 

Benedikt has a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from 

Earlham College and is pursuing a Master’s degree in Public 

Policy and Economics at the Central European University. 

Benedikt is an Austrian-German born and raised in an Indo-

Tibetan community in India. Using this background, Benedikt 

has worked as the programme coordinator for American 

semester abroad groups in India, managed a project that 

trained Tibetan exiled youth on direct nonviolent action, and 

bridged the cultural gap for german-speaking tourists in 

India. His other interests include education, sustainable 

tourism and India's emerging economy.  

Ms Rubina AKTER 

 

Bangladesh 

 

 

Protection Associate 
 

United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) 

 
 

Rubina is currently working as a Protection Associate for the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 

Bangladesh, where she supports survivors of sexual and 

gender-based violence in the Rohingya refugee camps. She 

has a Bachelor’s degree in Politics, Philosophy, and 

Economics from the Asian University for Women, and a 

Master’s degree in International Relations from the South 

Asian University. Additionally, Rubina is the co-founder at 

Campaign RED, an organisation that works to fight against 

stigma around menstruation and menstrual hygiene in 

Bangladesh. Since its creation in 2017, Campaign RED has 

reached out to more than 5000 girls and boys to debunk 

stereotyping attitudes towards menstruation.  
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Mr Walid Bin HABIB 

 

Bangladesh 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

University of Freiburg  

 
 

 

 

Walid Bin holds a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical and 

Electronic Engineering from the University of Dhaka and is 

currently working towards a Master’s degree in Sustainable 

Systems Engineering at the University of Freiburg. While at 

university he has completed projects on sustainability and 

renewable energy and, presented research at several 

conferences, of which he has won awards for. Walid Bin has 

been volunteering with the Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers (IEEE) since 2013 and was the chair of 

his local IEEE Student Branch and has been a mentor in 

Humanitarian Technology research projects. He is also a 

member of IEEE Tech-Ethics Society which explores the 

ethics of engineering and scientific research.  

 

 

Mr Adil EL MADANI 

 

Belgium 

 

 

Policy Officer 
 

Federal Ministry of 

Economic Affairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adil is a Policy Analyst at the Belgian Ministry of Economic 

Affairs within the International Policy unit where he works on 

SME and start-up policies. Since last year, he has been a 

member of the expert group ”Policy-relevant research on 

SMEs and entrepreneurship” of the European Commission. 

Before joining the Civil Service, Adil was a Risk Officer at 

Credendo where he dealt with risk monitoring of overseas 

commerce activities. Adil holds a Master’s degree in 

Business Engineering from Solvay Brussels School as well as 

an Executive Certificate in Advanced Risk Management from 

United Nations Institute for Training and Research.  

 

 

Ms Stéphanie 

CARBONNELLE 

 

Belgium 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

KU Leuven 

 

 
 

 

 

Stéphanie is currently working towards her Bachelor’s 

degree in Economics and Business Management at KU 

Leuven, with a focus on Sustainable Development. She is 

part of Academics For Development (AFD) where she is in 

charge of events and awareness in the student community, 

and has a high interest in the blue economy and social 

entrepreneurship. Stéphanie has also been a semi-

professional athlete for 3 years and has run at the Youth 

Olympic Games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Johannes DE BRUYCKER 

 

Belgium 

 

 

Founder 
 

The Caravan’s Journal 

 
 

Johannes is a freelance photojournalist and video maker, 

and the founder of The Caravan’s Journal. He has a 

Bachelor’s degree in Journalism from Artevelde University 

College and combines his education with international 

projects, in search of intense stories of relationships 

between people and their environment. He has worked with 

National Geographic photographer Dos Winkel, photo agency 

NOOR and he collaborated on Johan Grimonprez' 

documentary Shadow World on international arms trade. 
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Mr Louis DE JAEGER 

 

Belgium 

 

 

Founder 
 

Commensalist 

 
 

 

 

Louis is pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Agro and 

Biotechnology at KU Leuven after several years of traveling 

and discovering permaculture and durable farming 

principles, and is determined to find and implement 

solutions to draught, erosion and overuse of pesticides and 

fertilizers in agriculture. Louis has also started his own 

outdoor design company, Commensalist. In addition to this, 

he writes articles and gives keynotes about durable farming, 

living and society.  

 

 

Mr Antoine STRUELENS 

 

Belgium 

 

 

Founder & CEO 
  

Molenbike 

 
 

 

 

Antoine is an urban planner and entrepreneur. He co-

founded Molenbike, a bike delivery company focused on 

horizontal decision making, fair wages for bike messengers 

and the environmental transport of eco-friendly products. 

Antoine has a Bachelor’s degree in History of Art and 

Archaeology from Vrije Universiteit Brussels, and a 4 Cities 

Master’s degree in Urban Studies, across Brussels, Vienna, 

Copenhagen and Madrid. Additionally, Antoine develops civic 

participation trajectories for public space planning, like the 

E411 collective which revitalizes underused spaces around 

an urban highway through community action. His latest 

project is the creation of a cultural events centre and bed & 

breakfast in an abandoned art nouveau house in the city of 

Charleroi. Antoine is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 

Ms Nur Khalish IDERIS 

 

Brunei Darussalam 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

University Brunei 

Darussalam 

 
 

 

Khalish holds a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from University 

Brunei Darussalam and is currently pursuing a Master’s 

degree in Biology from University Brunei Darussalam and 

Nanyang Technological University. In 2016 she was selected 

as a Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative (YSEALI) 

Environmental Leadership Fellow at the East-West Center, 

University of Hawaii. Khalish has been working in the area of 

field research with the Singapore-MIT Alliance for Research 

and Technology (SMART) and University Brunei Darussalam, 

focusing on peat swamp biodiversity and ecology. She is also 

an associate member of BruWILD, an NGO focusing on 

biodiversity and conservation education. 

 

 

 

Mr Kaloyan KONSTANTINOV 

 

Bulgaria 

 

 

Editor  
 

OFFNews 

 

 

 

 

Kaloyan is an award-winning journalist, specialising in 

culture, science and education and is an editor for OFFNews. 

He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Public Relations from Sofia 

University, and a Master’s degree in Middle Eastern Studies 

from King’s College London. Kaloyan regularly gives talks on 

media literacy to university and high school students. He is 

also a member of the International Federation of Journalists 

and the Christian Club at the Union of Bulgarian Journalists 

where he promotes interfaith and multicultural dialogue. 

Kaloyan is currently volunteering in Tunisia, where he 

prepares cultural and educational events, and gives lectures. 
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Dr Boyko NOVEV 

 

Bulgaria 

 

 

Liaison Officer 
 

Presidency of the Council of 

the European Union 

 
 

 

 

Boyko is currently a Liaison Officer for the Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union in Sofia, where he is 

responsible for, and collaborates with, incoming delegations. 

He has a Bachelor’s degree in Public Relations, a Master’s 

degree in Virtual Culture, a Master’s degree in Electronic 

Media Production, and a Doctorate degree in Electronic 

Media, Journalism, all from Sofia University. Boyko focused 

his research on TV programming and reality shows in 

Bulgaria 

 

 

 

Mr Phynuch THONG 

  

Cambodia 

 

 

Founder 
 

Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

Youth Leaders Association-

Cambodia 

 
 

 

 

Phynuch is the founder of the ASEAN Youth Leaders’ 

Association – Cambodia. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

International Studies from the Royal University of Phnom 

Penh and has worked for the US Peace Corps Cambodia, Our 

Own Projects and as a United Nations Volunteer in 

Cambodia. Phynuch has represented Cambodia at UNDP and 

UNESCO events and focuses on areas such as youth 

empowerment, higher education access, water sanitation, 

and sustainable development. Phynuch is now working on a 

media initiative to produce creative digital content to deliver 

better understanding of politics and diplomacy to his fellow 

Cambodian. 

Mr Weiwei FAN 

 

China 

 

 

Chief Executive 
 

Anhui Shangu Tech Co. Ltd. 

 
 

 

 

Weiwei is currently the Chief Executive of Anhui Shangu Tech 

Co. Ltd., a start-up that helps companies use Google 

technology for development. With the support of Google Inc., 

he launched China’s first Google developers launchpad 

incubator and he is the core organiser of the Google 

Developer Groups China, of which he has been serving for 

more than 9 years. Weiwei hopes to promote Google 

technology and open source technology to allow more 

enterprises to use and enter the international market to 

make profits. Furthermore, he has participated in the Google 

I/O conference as a representative of the GDG China.  

 

Ms Jiamin HUANG 

 

China 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Renmin University of China 

 

Jiamin is currently working towards a Bachelor’s degree in 

Financial Management at Renmin University of China. She 

currently holds the position of proprietor at the Youth RUC 

Newspaper Office, the biggest campus media, aiming to 

influence people and report on social changes, as well as 

campus life. Jiamin has previously worked at Baizhi 

Technology as a Social Media Intern and has volunteered 

with EcoPeace Asia on their Combating Desertification 

Project in Inner Mongolia.  
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Ms Ke LI 

 

China 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Tsinghua University 

 
 

 

 

Ke is currently working towards a Bachelor’s degree in 

English Language and Literature, and a second degree in 

Journalism and Communication at Tsinghua University. She 

is part of three school newspapers at Tsinghua and is 

passionate about seizing heated topics and participating in 

all types of journalism expeditions organised by the 

university, including journeys to the Kamchatka peninsula 

and Indonesia. Ke has previously interned for the 21SilkRd 

Facebook group and has profound experiences working with 

foreign journalists on the Belt and Road Initiative news. She 

is also a leader of Association of Students International 

Communication.  

Ms Kanghui WANG 

 

China 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

KU Leuven 

 
 

 

 

Kanghui has a Bachelor’s degree in Business English-

International Business Management and is currently working 

towards a Master’s degree in Educational Sciences at KU 

Leuven. She has experience teaching English, Chinese and 

Environmental Protection in Cambodia, Poland, Belgium, and 

China, and has been actively participating in volunteering 

projects and education conferences both in Europe and 

around the world. Kanghui has also worked as an 

International Affairs Student Leader for the G20 Summit 

Sherpa Meeting and Asian University President Forum in 

Guangzhou.  

 

Ms Yi WANG 

   

China 

 

 

Deputy Director 
 

International Department, 

All-China Youth Federation 

 
 

 

 

Yi has been working with the All-China Youth Federation and 

Communist Youth League of China for 12 years, where she 

is among the 13 core members of "China Youth Development 

Report" drafting team and has gained abundant experience 

in organising international youth exchange and cooperation 

programmes. She organized Y20 China in 2016, BRICS 

Youth Forum in 2017, the China-US Youth RME (Research, 

Mentorship and Exchange) Program, and introduced the KAB 

Program to China. Yi has been an invited expert by UN DESA 

and UNESCO, has joined the UN expert group meeting on 

Youth Engagement and was invited to join the consultative 

group for the 2015 World Youth Development Report.  

Mr Matko Sanjin JOVANOVIĆ 

 

Croatia 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

University of Zagreb 

 
 

Matko is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Law at the 

University of Zagreb. While at university he spent a semester 

at Stockholm University and has been awarded with the 

Chancellor's Award for a thesis on nuclear disarmament. 

Matko has participated at the Jessup International Law Moot 

Court Competition, several Model United Nations 

conferences in Croatia, Denmark, Bulgaria, among others, as 

well as the 7th Model ASEM held in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 

Furthermore, Matko is actively engaged in the work of 

Leadership Development Association Croatia, an NGO 

focusing on providing youth with non-formal education 

opportunities. Matko is an ASEFEdu alumnus.  
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Mr Leonardo MIODRAG 

 

Croatia 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

University College of 

Northern Denmark 

 
 

 

 

Leonardo is currently pursuing his Academy Profession 

degree in Multimedia Design and Communication at the 

University College of Northern Denmark. He volunteers at 

multiple youth organisations and is president of StudyLife, a 

non-profit student organisation that focuses on helping 

students reach their full potential through volunteering. 

Leonardo has also participated in the European Vocational 

Skills Week in Brussels. Furthermore, Leonardo has 

previously worked as a graphic designer and social media 

manager for companies in Croatia.   

 

 

Ms Maria CHRISTOFIDE 

 

Cyprus 

 

 

Project Manager 
 

Action Global 

Communications Ltd. 

 
 

 

 

Maria is currently a Project Manager at Action Global 

Communications Ltd., a communications consultancy that 

works with EU Delegations to deliver events and 

communications campaigns. She has a Bachelor’s degree in 

Economic and Social Studies from the University of 

Manchester, and a Master’s degree in Comparative Politics: 

Conflict Studies from London School of Economics. Maria 

has managed conferences in over 15 countries and has 

trained at the Cabinet of the European Commissioner for 

Humanitarian Affairs and Crisis Management, at the UNHCR, 

and at the Cyprus of Foreign Affairs. She is a member of the 

Global Shapers Community, the Climate Reality Corps and has 

served as the Curator of the Nicosia Hub.  

Ms Katerina GAVRIELIDOU 

 

Cyprus 

 

 

Founder 
 

The European Cyprus 

Society  

 
 

 

 

Katerina is the President and Founder of The European 

Cyprus Society, an NGO that encourages young Cypriots to 

engage with concerning issues, such as education, 

international relations and politics. She holds a Bachelor’s 

degree in Business Studies from Lancaster University and a 

Master’s degree in Politics and Government in the EU from 

London School of Economics. Katerina’s contribution has 

earned her various titles and awards, including the Queen's 

Young Leaders Award, Representative of European youth to 

the advisory body of the UN Habitat, UN Youth Envoy 

Nominee and Forbes 30 Under 30.  

 

Ms Jana KARASOVÁ 

 

Czech Republic 

 

 

Journalist 
 

Czech Zero Waste Blog 

 
 

Jana is a freelance journalist and founded the Czech Zero 

Waste Blog. She holds Bachelor’s degrees in International 

Development Studies, and in Journalism from Palacky 

University Olomouc, an Erasmus Mundus Master’s degree in 

Journalism, Media and Globalisation: War and Conflict, and 

is currently working towards a second master’s degree in 

International Humanitarian and Social Work from Palacky 

University Olomouc. Jana has experience in training primary 

school teachers in the Central African Republic and, has 

partaken in internships at the Contemporary Science Team 

of the Science Museum in London and at the Permanent 

Mission of the Czech Republic to the United Nations, OSCE.  
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Ms Klára SOMMEROVÁ 

 

Czech Republic 

 

 

Legal Counsel & Co-Founder 
 

S-právnĕ 

 
 

 

 

Klára is currently working as a freelance Data Protection 

Advisor and is the Co-Founder and Legal Counsel for the 

project S-právně, that focuses on the mutual interaction of 

law and the media. She is also enrolled in a training 

programme for journalists and legal practitioners at the 

Centre for Media, Data and Society by the Central European 

University. She has Master’s degrees in Law and in Media 

and Communication studies from Masaryk University. Klára 

has participated in events organised by the European Youth 

Press, the European Parliament, European University 

Institute, and the Council of Europe. Furthermore, she has 

published articles on the need for transformation of media 

ethics and literacy.  

Ms Mina QAUME 

 

Denmark 

 

 

Vice Chair 
  

From Street to School 

 
 

 

 

Mina is currently the Vice Chair for the Scandinavian non-

profit From Street to School, where she is dedicated to aiding 

children to pursue education. She holds a Bachelor’s degree 

in Economics and a second degree in Political Science from 

the University of Southern Denmark. She has been involved 

in many different humanitarian projects in various countries 

through her volunteer work, with a specific focus on providing 

education, empowering women and youth. Mina is also 

involved in different development projects in Afghanistan, 

and around the world.  

 

Mr Søren WARTHOE 

 

Denmark 

 

 

Project Manager 
 

European Movement 

Denmark 

 
 

 

 

Søren currently works as a Project Manager for the European 

Movement Denmark, where he works on citizen dialogue and 

political communication regarding the EU. He has a 

Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from the University of 

Copenhagen and a Master’s degree in Social and Cultural 

Anthropology from KU Leuven. As a student, he partook in an 

exchange in Bergen, assisted in psychology research, was a 

teaching assistant and attended several cultural psychology 

conferences. Previously, Søren has worked for The Danish 

Cultural Institute Brussels and The Danish Research Office 

in Brussels.  

Mr Uku LILLEVĀLI 

 

Estonia 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Lund University 

 

Uku holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration 

from the University of Tartu and is currently pursuing a 

Master’s degree in International Development and 

Management at Lund University. He has partaken in various 

international conferences and training courses and 

volunteers as a youth empowerment trainer for Seiklejate 

Vennaskond. Uku has experience working in marketing and 

is the co-founder of Tour de Planet, an organisation that aims 

to promote local social initiatives around the world. Uku is an 

ASEFEdu alumnus. 

 

 

 



 
#ASEFYLS3  ASEFYLS3 – Participants and Navigators Page 14/39 

 

 

 

Ms Laura Emilia LAKKA 

 

Finland 

 

 

Project Researcher  
 

Centre for Parliamentary 

Studies 

 
 

 

 

Emilia is currently working as a Project Researcher at the 

Centre for Parliamentary Studies in Turku. She has a 

Bachelor’s degree in history, and two Master’s degrees in 

General History and Political Studies, from the University of 

Jyväskylä. She has sat on the Executive Board of her Student 

Union and the Finnish Federation of Green Youth and 

Students, where she focused on higher education policy, 

increasing student participation, and youth societal 

empowerment. Emilia has also worked as the Vice Chair on 

the Board of Jykia Oy, a local municipally owned company 

specialising in business premises and business park 

development and ownership in the Jyväskylä region.  

Ms Olivia GEYMOND 

 

France 

 

 

Research Manager 
 

Ecorys 

 
 

 

 

Olivia is currently working as a Research Manager at Ecorys, 

with a focus on employment, social affairs and international 

development policies. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

European and International Law from the Sorbonne Law 

School and a Dual Master’s degree in European Affairs from 

London School of Economics and Sciences Po. Olivia has 

previously worked as a Policy Officer Blue Book Trainee for 

the European Commission, a Policy Advisor in the European 

Parliament, a Project Manager for Empow’her, and a Project 

Officer for the Franco-British Council.  Furthermore, Olivia co-

runs IFAIR’s EU-ASEAN perspectives Impact Group, a think 

tank that voices youth perspectives on the region. Olivia is an 

ASEFEdu alumnus. 

Mr Paul SÉDILLE 

  

France 

 

 

Journalist 
 

HK01 

 
 

 

 

Paul currently works as a Journalist and Videographer for HK01, 

an online Cantonese media in Hong Kong, reporting on Chinese 

and international affairs. He has a Dual Bachelor’s degree in 

Political Science and Philosophy from Sciences Po and the 

Sorbonne University, and a Dual Master’s degree in History of 

Philosophy and Political Sociology from Sorbonne University and 

Sciences Po. Paul also has experience in managing music 

festivals, in translating and he created EurasianVision, a 

database and newsletter. Paul is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 

 

 

Ms Felicitas BEGER 

 

Germany 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Université Catholique de 

Louvain 

 

 
 

Felicitas has a Bachelor’s degree in Medicine and is currently 

pursuing a Master’s degree in Medicine from Université 

Catholique de Louvain. She is also a certified paramedic and 

CPR-instructor. Felicitas is currently the Capacity Building 

Director for the Belgian Medical Students’ Association 

(BeMSA). She is also a Youth Ambassador for the ONE 

Campaign, working to fight extreme poverty and preventable 

diseases, and particularly in the context of women’s 

empowerment, and works with the Red Cross. Felicitas is 

heading an organisational committee for a three-day youth 

leadership and empowerment workshop for international 

healthcare students, that will take place in Belgium. Felicitas 

is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 
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Mr Luca BUCKEN 

 

Germany 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

United Nations University 

 
 

 

 

Luca holds a Bachelor’s degree in European Law from 

Maastricht University and is currently pursuing a Master’s 

degree in Public Policy from the United Nations University. 

Luca has volunteered in the Philippines, working with 

juvenile offenders and supported sex trafficking 

investigations and, in Greece, working on for a refugee 

search and rescue organisation. He is also working with the 

youth constituency at the UNFCCC, is an Ambassador for One 

Young World and #TeachSDGs, is on the Board of Advisors 

for the Arab Youth Sustainable Development Network and is 

an appointed EU28-ASEAN Young Leader. Furthermore, Luca 

has co-founded an NGO campaigning for human rights in 

Germany.  

 

Mr Lars RADSCHEIDT 

 

Germany 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

University of Vienna 

 
 

 

 

Lars has Bachelor’s degrees in Economics and Management 

Science, and in Cultural Anthropology from University Leipzig, 

a Master’s degree in Global History from London School of 

Economics, and is currently pursuing a second Master’s 

degree in Global Studies: A European Perspective at 

University Vienna. He has partaken in exchanges at 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi and Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem. Lars has worked as a research 

assistant at Leipzig Graduate School of Management and 

London School of Economics and has interned at Hajvery 

University Lahore. He is currently interning at the UN 

Industrial Development Organisation. 

Ms Florence WITZEL 

 

Germany 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Vrije Universiteit Brussels 

 
 

 

 

Florence is working towards her Bachelor’s degree in 

Biomedical Sciences at Vrije Universiteit Brussels. At 

university, she is the Co-Vice-Chair of the Student Council, is 

a student ambassador, and is heavily involved with her local 

Erasmus Student Network section (ESN VUB EhB Brussels) 

as Vice President and Buddy Programme Coordinator.  

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Maria KOFTEROU 

   

Greece 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki 

 

Maria holds a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics and is 

currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Complex Systems 

and Networks from Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. She 

has also partaken in an Erasmus+ Exchange to Lund 

University.  Maria spent a year interning in the Medical 

Physics Laboratory at her home university and participated 

in the ‘Active and Healthy Ageing Living Lab’ research project. 

Besides academia, Maria is also actively involved in several 

non-profit organisations, focused on human rights, refugee 

support and child welfare.  

 

 



 
#ASEFYLS3  ASEFYLS3 – Participants and Navigators Page 16/39 

 

 

 

Mr Ioannis LADAS 

 

Greece 

 

 

Doctoral Student 
 

University of Athens & 

Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki 

 

Ioannis has a Bachelor’s degree in Theology from the 

University of Athens, and Master’s degrees in Pedagogy and 

Psychology from University of Athens and in Theology from 

the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He has also partaken 

in Erasmus+ Exchanges to Boğaziçi University and Charles 

University. Ioannis is currently pursuing a Doctorate degree 

in Philosophy at the University of Athens and in Theology at 

Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He has completed three 

Erasmus traineeships with the Faculty of Orthodox Theology 

at the University of Prešov. In addition to his studies, Ioannis 

works as a Philosophy Researcher and is the Vice President 

of the Hellenic Society for Ethics.  

 

 

Ms Myrto OIKONOMOU 

 

Greece 

 

 

Doctoral Student 
 

University of Oxford 

 
 

 

 

Myrto holds a Bachelor’s degree in Finance from Athens 

University of Economics and Business and a Master’s degree 

in Economics from the University of Oxford. She is currently 

pursuing a Doctorate degree in Economics at the University 

of Oxford where her research lies in the intersection of labour 

economics and macroeconomics emphasising on the impact 

of uncertainty shocks on labour markets. Myrto is a 

committee member of the Oxford University Greek Society. 

Previously, Myrto has interned with the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and Goldman Sachs and, worked as a consultant for 

the European Central Bank. She is currently interning at the 

Bank of England. Myrto is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 

Mr Dominik FŌLDI 

 

Hungary 

 

 

Co-Founder 
 

Tekrama 

 
 

 
 

Dominik is the Co-Founder and the CTO of Tekrama, a real 

estate sales platform start-up. He is also currently pursuing 

a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science from the University 

of Szeged. He works as a software engineer for Lombiq 

Technologies Ltd. and, has been a Microsoft Student Partner 

(MSP) for the last three years, where he has given technical 

talks, written blog posts, taught children to code and 

attended the 2016 MSP Summit at Microsoft HQ in Seattle. 

Dominik is the founder and president of the GYEEK Club 

Association, a technical and start-up community that has 

organised over 50 events.  

Mr Patrik PALLAGI 

 

Hungary 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

University of Toronto 

 
 

 

Patrik is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree from the 

University of Toronto, and is a Junior Member of the New York 

Academy of Sciences. He has experience working at CERN, 

Geneva and as a project development intern at Vodafone. 

Furthermore, Patrik has participated in the EXEUWA waters 

project in Finland, France and Germany, the 12th 

International Congress of Cell Biology in Prague and, the 

Summer School of Life Sciences at the Biological Research 

Centre of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences.  
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Ms Disha ARORA 

 

India 

 

 

Communications Manager 
 

Indian Institute of 

Management Udaipur 

 
 

 

 

Disha is currently the Communications Manager for the 

Indian Institute of Management Udaipur. She holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Journalism and Mass Communication 

from Guru Gobind Indraprastha University. Disha is an Atlas 

Corps alumnus and has worked in media and 

communications for several not-for-profit organisations 

addressing social issues such as violence against women, 

rural education, climate change, animal protection, and 

effects of urbanisation. Furthermore, she independently shot 

and directed a documentary entitled ‘Women and Religion in 

India’, that involved a 300 day solo journey across 9000km, 

to create a stronger focus on women’s rights in India.  

 

Mr Finub JAMES SHIRLEY 

 

India 

 

 

Doctoral Student 
 

KU Leuven & IMEC 

 
 

 

 

Finub has a Bachelor’s degree in Biotechnology from Anna 

University and a Master’s degree in Nanoscience and 

Nanotechnology from KU Leuven. He is currently pursuing a 

Doctorate degree in Physics from KU Leuven and IMEC, with 

a focus on photonic circuits for multispectral biosensing. 

Finub has experience working as a project engineer at Wipro 

Technologies. Furthermore, he has published articles, 

organised symposiums, been the co-editor of his college 

magazine and is an active member of the scientific 

leadership team that aims to improve the quality of research 

performed at IMEC.  

Mr Paramartha 

NARENDRADHIPA 

 

Indonesia 

 

 

National Vice President of 

Business Development  
 

 AIESEC in Finland 

 
 

 

 

Paramartha is the National Vice President of Business and 

Partnership Development for AIESEC in Finland. He holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science/Information 

Technology from SEGi University and Abertay University. 

Paramartha is also a former Master’s student in Computer 

Vision & Signal Processing at the University of Oulu. While at 

university, he was on the SEGi University Student Council, 

was President of the SEGi International Student Society, and 

was the Local Vice President Business to Customer for 

AIESEC Oulu. Paramartha has also worked as a Global 

Volunteer English Teacher to children with disabilities and 

special needs in Kyrgyzstan. 

Mr Irfan PRABOWO 

 

Indonesia 

 

 

Co-Founder & Chief 

Communications Officer 
 

Konner Advisory   

 
 

Irfan is the Co-Founder and Chief Communications Officer for 

Konner Advisory, a digital consultancy business that has 

worked with the Asian Games 2018, and the International 

Monetary Fund. He has a Bachelor’s degree in 

Communication Science from the Islamic University of 

Indonesia. Irfan has participated in 13 youth and social 

organisations, encompassing the collaboration of hundreds 

of communities and involving over 11,000 young 

Indonesians. This includes the creation of a foundation 

focusing on educational in remote villages. He has also 

worked as a Social Media Strategist, Digital Strategist, and 

as Head of Engagement for various companies. 
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Ms Vania SANTOSO 

 

Indonesia 

 

 

Co-Founder  
 

heySTARTIC 

 
 

 

 

Vania is the Co-Founder of heySTARTIC, a social enterprise 

initiative that promotes a greener lifestyle through ethical 

fashion apparels while empowering local people. She holds 

a Bachelor’s degree in Business Management from 

Universitas Airlangga. Vania has experience working as a 

market analyst, was on a UNFPA Youth Advisory Panel, and 

worked as an Innovations Adolescent and Youth 

Engagement Officer for UNICEF. She is also now a Program 

Facilitator for the XL Future Leaders programme and is an 

elected Advocate for ASEAN My World 2030. Furthermore, 

Vania has published online articles, contributed to UNFPA 

publications and presented at conferences. 

Ms Norah BURNS 

 

Ireland 

 

 

Lecturer 
 

University of Limerick 

 
 

 

 

Norah is currently a Lecturer at the University of Limerick, 

with research interests focusing on substantive equality and 

intersectionality, Roma rights, education and strategic 

litigation. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Law and European 

Studies and a Master’s degree in Human Rights in Criminal 

Justice, both from University of Limerick. Norah also has a 

Doctorate Degree in Law from Trinity College Dublin. Norah 

received a scholarship to attend a Human Rights Summer 

School at Kings College London, has presented papers at 

over twenty conferences and has been awarded funding 

grants several times. She is currently also pursuing a 

Graduate Diploma in Teaching and Learning in Higher 

Education at the University of Limerick.  

 

Ms Aíne MCPARLAND 

 

Ireland 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Dublin City University 

 
 

 

 

Aíne is currently working towards a Bachelor’s degree in 

Accounting and Finance at Dublin City University (DCU). She 

is also the Higher Education Delegate DCU Dochas Eireann 

Executive and, is the Chairperson of the Gaelic Athletic 

Association (GAA)’s National Youth Representative Group, 

where she ensures that young people in the GAA have their 

voice heard, through the Youth Forum and in the GAA 

strategic plans. Furthermore, Aíne is a coach for her local 

GAA club, Killeavy GFC, has been involved in several notional 

youth projects related to mental health and healthy eating, 

and has participated in Sport Northern Ireland Women in 

Leadership events.   

Ms Mairead HOPKINS 

  

Ireland 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Dublin City University 

 

Mairead is currently working towards a Bachelor’s degree in 

Nursing at Dublin City University, while also a Contracted 

International Rugby Player for the Ireland Women Sevens 

Squad. She has represented her country in Gaelic football, 

coached rugby and is an Ambassador for Laureus World 

‘Sport for Good’ award winners ‘Active communities 

Network’. Mairead has volunteered in the nursing sector in 

both Ireland and in France and was awarded the Silver Pope 

John Paul II Award for Volunteering and Community 

Involvement. She has recently been volunteering in South 

Africa on a scholarship through EIL Explore.  
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Ms Federica LA CHINA 

 

Italy 

 

 

Project Assistant 
 

International Centre for 

Migration Policy 

Development 

 
 

 

 

Federica is currently a Project Assistant for the International 

Centre for Migration Policy Development, working on the EU-

India Cooperation and Dialogue on Migration and Mobility 

Project. She has both a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in 

Oriental Languages and Civilisations from the University of 

Rome, as well as a second Master’s degree in Asian Politics 

from the School of Oriental and African Studies. She has 

previously worked as a consultant on the delivery of technical 

assistance project to support EU external policies, as a 

Researcher at the European Institute for Asian Studies, and 

as a Blue Book Trainee at the Service for Foreign Policy 

Instruments of the European Commission.  

 

Ms Clara LATINI 

 

Italy 

 

 

Founder 
 

Decision-Making 

 
 

 

 

Clara is the Founder of Decision-Making, an online platform 

for women empowerment. She is also currently studying a 

Master’s degree in International Social and Public Policy at 

London School of Economics. Clara has represented Italy as 

a G20 Youth Delegate in Germany where she was a speaker 

at the German Chancellery and worked as a European 

Project Executive for the Italian Chamber of Commerce for 

Hungary. She has participated in several summits and 

leadership programs and is a TEDx speaker and trainer of 

advocacy skills. Furthermore, she is a member of the Global 

Shapers Community, the School of Policy and is trained as a 

Climate Reality Leader. 

Mr Juan LUCCI 

   

Italy 

 

 

Consultant 
 

Inter-American 

Development Bank 

 
 

 

 

Juan is currently a Consultant in the Climate Change Division 

of the Inter-American Development Bank in Argentina. He is 

also the Founder and Executive Director of the Agenda 

Antártica Foundation, a non-profit organisation that aims to 

work for the environmental conservation of Antarctica. Juan 

has a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Universidad 

Torcuato Di Tella, a Master’s degree in Economics from 

Universidad de San Andrés, and a second Master’s degree in 

International Policy from Stanford University. He has 

previously worked as an Advisor to the National Congress of 

Argentina and as a Research Associate for the Bank 

Information Center.  

Mr Sebastiano MORI 

 

Italy 

 

 

Project Officer 
 

European Centre for 

Electoral Support 

 
 

 

Sebastiano is a Project Officer at the European Centre for 

Electoral Support, currently seconded to the Election 

Observation and Democracy Support project. He holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in International Studies and a Master’s 

degree in International Relations and European Studies, 

both from the University of Florence. Sebastiano also has a 

Diploma in Chinese Business from Shanghai Normal 

University and partook in an exchange to University College 

of Dublin. He has conducted research at the Oxford Institute 

for Energy Studies and London School of Economics. 

Sebastiano has previously worked at the China-Italy 

Chamber of Commerce, the European Institute for Asian 

Studies and the European parliament.  
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Mr Koichi IKEDA 

 

Japan 

 

 

Country Officer 
 

Japan International 

Cooperation Agency 

 
 

 

 

Koichi is a Country Officer for Central Asia for the United 

Nations Development Programme, currently seconded to the 

Japan International Cooperation Agency. He has a Bachelor’s 

degree in Economics from Waseda University and a Master’s 

degree in Economics from University of Nottingham. Koichi 

also partook in an exchange to University of World Economy 

and Diplomacy, Uzbekistan. He has experience working for 

Save the Children UK and as the Country Officer for Mongolia 

for UNDP. Furthermore, Koichi founded a non-profit 

organisation between the Philippines and Japan that aims to 

protect cultural treasures of ethnic minorities. 

 

 

Mr Robin LEWIS 

 

Japan 

 

 

Disaster Risk Management 

Specialist 
 

World Bank 

 
 

 

 

Robin is a Disaster Risk Management Specialist for the World 

Bank and is the Co-Founder and Director of Social Innovation 

Japan. He holds a Master’s degree from University of 

Edinburgh and partook in an exchange to Keio University. 

Robin has previously worked in management and 

coordination roles for Malala Coffee, the Ecoship Project, and 

Peace Boat, a humanitarian non-profit. Furthermore, he is a 

One Young World Ambassador, a Japan Foundation Fellow, 

an UNLEASH Lab SDG Talent, and is in the process of writing 

a book documenting the recovery of Japan after the 

Fukushima nuclear disaster and 2011 tsunami. Robin is an 

ASEFEdu alumnus.  

Mr Stanislav KHANIN 

 

Kazakhstan 

 

 

Doctoral Student 
 

Nazarbayev University 

 
 

 

 

Stanislav has a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science from 

Zhetysu State University, a Master’s degree in Educational 

Leadership from Nazarbayev University, and is currently 

pursuing a Doctorate degree in Education from Nazarbayev 

University. Stanislav has experience working as a Computer 

Science Teacher at the Nazarbayev Intellectual School of 

Physics and Mathematics, as a Teaching Assistant at the 

Institute of Education and Researcher at the Center for 

Innovations in Education. Furthermore, he was the National 

Coordinator and Manager of the Research Project for The 

Centre for Educational Research and Innovation of OECD.  

Ms Olga YAKIMENKO 

 

Kazakhstan 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Karolinska Institutet 

 

Olga holds a Bachelor’s degree in Biotechnology from al-

Farabi Kazakh National University and is currently pursuing 

a Master’s degree in Biomedicine from Karolinska Institutet. 

She is particularly interested in the pathological physiology 

of the brain and biological mechanisms underlying mental 

disorders such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and 

depression. Olga has worked as a researcher in 6 countries 

and has received awards and scholarships for her work. She 

is also an active member of the Swedish Schizophrenia 

Association where she volunteers and organises events to 

fight against negative stigma towards mental illness.  
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Ms Se Mi CHOI 

 

Korea 

 

 

Exchange Coordinator 
  

Korea University 

 
 

 

Se Mi has a Bachelor’s degree in English Literature and 

Language from Sookmyung Women’s University and a 

Master’s degree in International Development Cooperation 

from Korea University, and is currently working as an 

Exchange Coordinator in the International Affairs 

Department.  She also partook in an exchange at the 

University of Bern. Se Mi has previously worked at the Korea 

Information Society Development Institute, the UNESCO 

Doha Cluster Office, The Korea Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, and the Korea Meteorological Industry Promotion 

Agency. She has experience working as an interpreter, a 

graduate school teaching assistant and a research assistant. 

Se Mi is an ASEFEdu alumnus.  

 

Mr Olida INTHAVONG 

 

Lao PDR 

 

 

Law & Policy Advisor 
 

Lao PDR – US International 

& ASEAN Integration Project 

 
 

 

Olida works as a Law and Policy Advisor for the Lao PDR – 

US International and ASEAN Integration Project, a project 

that is funded by US Agency for International Development. 

He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce in International 

Business & Marketing from University of Sydney as a 

recipient of the Australian Development Scholarship. Olida 

also holds a Master’s degree in International Commercial 

Law from City University of London. Previously, he has 

worked as a Legal Executive at Allen & Gledhill Laos Co., Ltd 

and as a Legal Consultant at First May Group Sole Co., Ltd.  

 

Ms Dārta OŠENIECE 

 

Latvia 

 

 

Undergraduate Student  
 

Ventspils University College 

 
 

 

Dārta is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Languages 

and Intercultural communication from Ventspils University 

College. She also works for the European Union House, Riga 

as an Information Center Manager where she creates events 

for Latvian citizens. Dārta has participated in an Erasmus+ 

exchange at University of Tartu and is a volunteer with the 

European Movement Latvia and Kandava region opportunity 

Fund. Furthermore, she is a Commissioner for Latvian 

National Commission for UNESCO’s ‘Education for All’ 

project, is a Leader for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Latvia 

and, is a Project Manager and member of Sail Training 

Association Latvia.  

Mr Arkādijs ZVAIGZNE 

 

Latvia 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Riga Business School   

 

Arkādijs has a Bachelor’s degree in European Economics 

and Business from Rigas Stradina Universitate and is 

currently working towards a Master’s degree in Business 

Administration from Riga Business School. He is a student 

representative and has worked in various student council 

and student union positions. Arkādijs is working as a Project 

expert and Council member for the Council of Higher 

Education, Latvia, and as a Project Manager for RTU Riga 

Business School. In these positions he is responsible for 

coordinating the work of Latvian student experts in the 

external quality assurance of higher education as well as with 

representing the interests of students on the national level 

in policy making. Arkādijs is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 
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Ms Ilona ALEKSIUNAITE 

 

Lithuania 

 

 

Graduate Student  
 

School of Oriental and Asian 

Studies (SOAS) 

 
 

 

 

Ilona holds a Bachelor’s degree in Asian Studies, with a focus 

on Japanese Studies from Vilnius University and a Master’s 

degree in Linguistics from Kyoto University. She is currently 

pursuing a second Master’s degree in Violence, Conflict and 

Development at the School of Oriental and Asian Studies. 

Previously, Ilona has interned in Lithuanian embassies in the 

United States and China as well as worked as a Political 

Officer at the European Union Delegation in Sri Lanka. 

Furthermore, she has also worked as a Trainee in the Asia 

and Pacific Department at the European External Action 

Service, Belgium, and as a Japanese Language Teacher. 

Ms Zivile EINIKYTE 

 

Lithuania 

 

 

Marketing Assistant 
 

SCUBE Marketing 

 
 

 

 

Zivile is currently working as a Marketing Assistant for SCUBE 

Marketing. She has a Bachelor’s degree in International 

Business and Communications from ISM University of 

Management and Economics, and is also currently pursuing 

her Master’s degree in brand and Communications 

Management at Copenhagen Business School. Previously 

Zivile has worked in marketing for international 

organisations and companies, including as a Social Media 

and Community Manager for Filippo Loreti. She is a 

Community Coordinator and Coach for BoardSports, a 

company that empowers women through board sports.   

Ms Lou FRISCH 

 

Luxembourg 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Leiden University 

 
 

 

 

Lou is currently pursuing her Bachelor’s degree in 

International Studies at Leiden University, where she focuses 

on Latin American politics and economics. Lou has 

experience interning at the Luxemburgish Court of Audit and 

the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of Luxembourg. 

She has partaken in several volunteering projects, including 

teaching in Sri Lanka, and spending six months in Peru with 

Terre des Hommes, assisting a team in conducting 

recreational activities aimed at combatting child domestic 

work.  

 

 

Mr Noor Shahiwan bin 

ISMAIL 

 

Malaysia 

 

 

Entrepreneur 
 

Suncrox Solar 

 

Shahiwan is the Founder of Suncrox Solar, an organisation 

that promotes solar energy to provide electricity needs for 

developing countries. Suncrox Solar has installed more than 

60 commercial projects in Southeast Asia and more than 

650 individual projects. Suncrox Solar is listed in the Top 

100 social enterprises to watch for in Asia 2018. Shahiwan 

has a Bachelor’s degree in Biology and a Master’s degree in 

Environmental Science, both from Universiti Putra Malaysia. 

Furthermore, he often speaks and presents on panels 

related to solar energy and social enterprise. Shahiwan aims 

to solve grid power and fossil fuel dependency for home 

basic electrical appliances.  
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Dr Nur Hannah MOHAMED 

NAZRI 

 

Malaysia 

 

 

Medical Doctor 
 

National Health Service, 

United Kingdom 

 
 

 

Hannah holds a Bachelor’s degree in Medical Physics & 

Bioengineering from University College London, a second 

Bachelor’s degree in Medicine from University of Bristol and, 

a Master’s degree in Clinical Embryology from University of 

Oxford. She is currently pursuing a Doctorate degree in 

Obstetrics & Gynaecology at University of Oxford while also 

working as a Clinician. Hannah is the Chair of Board of 

Trustees of The Kalsom movement, a Malaysian youth-led 

education charity. She has been awarded the Associate 

Fellowship of Royal Commonwealth Society as Finalist of the 

2015 Queen’s Young Leaders Award by The Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee Trust.  

Ms Annabelle MUSCAT 

 

Malta 

 

 

Project Manager 
 

European Union (EU) Funds 

 
 

 

Annabelle works as a Project Manager for the Planning and 

Priorities Co-ordination Division of the EU Funds. She has a 

Bachelor’s degree in European Studies with Communication 

Studies and a Master’s degree in Diplomatic Studies from 

University of Malta. Annabelle is also currently pursuing a 

Diploma in Digital Marketing. Furthermore, she was part of 

the inaugural Maltese National Council for Children and was 

the Secretary General for Link Youths. 

 

 

Mr Erdenebileg  

BAT-ERDENE 

 

Mongolia 

 

 

IT Professional  
 

Namir Group 

 
 

Erdenebileg is an IT Professional working at the Namir Group. 

He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Computer Science from 

Mongolian University of Science and Technology and a 

Master’s degree In Management Information Systems from 

the University of Nebraska, Omaha. Erdenebileg’s research 

focused on AI machine ethics, implicit human bias, and 

human-computer interaction. He has experience working as 

an Animation Designer, Software Engineer and Systems 

Engineer. Furthermore Erdenebileg is a Fulbright scholar and 

works as a Project Manager at Bidnii Dem NGO, which aims 

to help disabled people in employment and professional 

development.  

 

 

Ms Maral GANKHUYAG 

 

Mongolia 

 

 

Programs Director 
 

Zorig Foundation 

 
 

 

 

Maral is currently working as the Programs Director at the 

Zorig Foundation, a Mongolian non-profit organisation. She 

oversees a wide range of capacity building programmes and 

personally manages day to day operation of the flagship 

programme – Environmental Fellowship Programme, that 

informs youth on the pressing environmental issues of 

Mongolia. Maral has a Bachelor’s degree in British and 

American Studies from National University of Mongolia and a 

Master’s degree in Public Policy from Australian National 

University. She previously worked as a Senior Program 

Officer for World Growth Mongolia.  
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Ms Kaythari KYAW 

 

Myanmar 

 

 

Founder 
 

Young Leader Initiative  

 
 

 

 

Kaythari is an entrepreneur and currently runs 4 businesses 

in manufacturing, retailing and education: Myanmar Sein & 

Myo Co., Ltd, I love It Women Fashion, London Business 

Academy and, Mandalay Emperor Co., Ltd., in addition to 

being the Founder of the Young Leader Initiative Programme. 

She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Medicine and Surgery from 

University of Medicine, Mandalay, and a Master’s degree in 

Business Administration from University of Thai Chamber of 

Commerce. Kaythari has represented Myanmar at 2 ASEAN 

Youth events and was the winner of The Myanmar Young 

Entrepreneur Award in 2017.  

 

Ms Myo SANDAR 

 

Myanmar 

 

 

Doctoral Student 
 

Eötvös Loránd University 

 
 

 

 

Myo has a Bachelor’s degree in Education and a Master’s 

degree in Educational Leadership and Management, both 

from Yangon University of Education and, is currently 

pursuing a Doctorate degree at Eötvös Loránd University. 

She has previous experience working as a Tutor at Yangon 

University of Education where she trained prospective 

teachers. Myo will also soon be pursuing a Doctoral degree 

in Hungary. Myo actively participates in professional 

development programmes and studies professional learning 

community practices in schools as a small-scale project. Myo 

is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 

 

Ms Maaike DROOGERS 

 

Netherlands 

 

 

Scientific Officer 
 

European Public Health 

Association 

 

Maaike currently works as a Scientific Officer at the 

European Public Health Association, an umbrella 

organisation of national public health associations in the 

European region, where she works on enhancing capacity of 

public health professionals. She holds a Bachelor’s degree 

in Health Sciences and a Master’s degree in Global Health, 

both from Vrije Universiteit. Maaike also partook in an 

exchange to San Diego State University and completed the 

traineeship programme at the European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control in Stockholm. She has worked in 

various roles as a researcher and lecturer and has published 

articles in academic journals.  

 

 

 

Ms Charlotte HEYSTEK 

 

Netherlands 

 

 

Technical Writer 
 

SLI Systems 

 
 

 

 

 

Charlotte is a communications professional with a 

background in Gender Studies and Intercultural 

Communication. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

Communication and Information Science and a Master’s 

degree in Intercultural Communication from Utrecht 

University. Charlotte currently works as a Technical Writer at 

SLI Systems in Christchurch, New Zealand. Prior to her time 

in New Zealand, Charlotte was a trainee at the Dutch 

Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand in 2013, and the Editor-in-

Chief of Indisch3.0, an organisation for third generation 

Dutch-Indonesians in The Netherlands. 
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Ms Ankie PETERSEN 

 

Netherlands 

 

 

Project Manager 
 

The United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) 

 
 

 

Ankie is working as a Project Manager in Culture & Education 

for UNESCO The Netherlands. She has a Bachelor’s degree 

in Language and Culture Studies from Universiteit Utrecht 

and two Master’s degrees in Design Cultures and Heritage 

Studies. Ankie has also partaken in exchanges to University 

of Bologna and University of Copenhagen. She also writes for 

the architecture platform ArchiNed and is a member of the 

Dutch thinktank Worldconnectors, a network of young 

professionals focused on the UN Sustainable Development 

Goals. Furthermore, Ankie has recently co-published an 

edited volume on heritage redevelopments in the 

Netherlands.  

Mr Alexander KUCH 

 

New Zealand 

 

 

Ambassador 
  

I’m Adopted, Romania 

 
 

 

Alexander is an Ambassador for I’m Adopted, Romania, an 

organisation that provides support and assistance for 

adoptees to search for their birth families. He was originally 

adopted from Romania by a German family. Alexander holds 

a Bachelor’s degree in International Relations and Politics, 

and Sociology from University of Auckland. He is highly 

passionate about children’s rights and international 

adoptions and has presented frequently on the subjects. He 

is a Global Changemaker Fellow, a Royal Commonwealth 

Associate Fellow and was a Young New Zealander of the Year 

semi-finalist. Furthermore, Alexander is in the process of 

publishing an autobiography.  

Ms Anna ZAM 

 

New Zealand 

 

 

Junior Barrister 
 

CODR 

 

Anna is a Junior Barrister and runs CODR, a legal tech start-

up. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Law, Politics and 

International Relations from University of Auckland. Anna 

has experience working as a Legal Research Consultancy, as 

a Teaching and Research Assistant in International Law, and 

was the United Nations Youth Global Development Tour 

Assistant Director. She is a 2018 Global Women Young 

Leader and an Asia-New Zealand Foundation Leadership 

Network member. Furthermore, she has published journal 

articles and submitted White Papers to UNCROC.  

 

 

 

 

Ms Merry HO 

 

Norway 

 

 

President and Education 

Officer 
 

Erasmus Student Network 

Norway 

 
 

 

 

Merry is currently working as the President and Education 

Officer of Erasmus Student Network Norway, where she 

advocates student mobility in Norway. She holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from University of Bergen, 

where she has also worked as a Teaching Assistant, and was 

a Project Coordinator for Erasmus Student Network Bergen. 

Furthermore, Merry works for Study Bergen, a network 

organisation that aims to promote and strengthen Bergen as 

a student city.  
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Ms Silje STEVENS 

 

Norway 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

University of Bergen 

 
 

 

 

Silje is pursuing studies in Clinical Psychology at University of 

Bergen, where her interests lie in cultural differences, social 

psychology and how personality differences can influence 

how we interact and function both as individuals and 

together in groups. She is currently working on a research 

project about how minority groups in Norway master 

symptoms of depression. Silje writes about psychologically 

relevant topics in the student newspaper and, works in the 

area of psychiatry with adult and elderly patients.  

 

 

Ms Maha ALI 

 

Pakistan 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Central European University   

 
 

 

 

Maha has a Bachelor’s degree in Law and Policy from Lahore 

University of Management Sciences and is working towards 

a Master’s degree in Human Rights Law from Central 

European University. She has previously worked as an 

Advocacy and Communications Consultant for the Sindh 

Human Rights Commission, and as a Legal Analyst for the 

Chief Minister Punjab’s Office in the Strategic Reforms Unit. 

As part of the latter, she drafted two public interest 

legislations passed in 2017. Maha was one of the people 

responsible for the implementation of the first Violence 

Against Women Center of Pakistan.  

 

Mr Alexander CRUZ 

 

Philippines 

 

 

Doctoral Student 
 

KU Leuven & Vrije 

Universiteit Brussels 

 
 

 

Alexander has a Bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering 

from University of the Philippines and is currently pursuing a 

Doctorate degree in Engineering Sciences at Vrije 

Universiteit Brussels and KU Leuven. He is currently working 

for a project funded by the European Research Council. 

Alexander has experience working as an Energy and 

Benchmarking Advisor for Royal Dutch Shell and as a Solar 

Cell Researcher at the National University of Singapore. He 

is an advocate for green materials manufacturing and 

sustainable energy technology through research and 

development on novel materials.  

 

Mr George SORIANO 

  

Philippines 

 

 

Civil Engineer 
 

Department of Public Works 

and Highways,  

The Philippine Government 

 
 

 

 

George works as a Civil Engineer for the Department of Public 

Works and Highways in The Philippines. He holds a 

Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering from University of The 

Philippines and a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering from 

Pusan National University. George is currently also a student 

at the UP College of Law and is a part-time member of the 

engineering faculties at Adamson University and Mapua 

Institute of Technology. Furthermore, George has attended 

and participated in various summits and conferences in 

Hong Kong and Korea and, was a member of the Philippine 

Delegation at the Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster 

Risk Reduction in 2016.  
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Ms Arianne ZAMORA 

 

Philippines 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

University of Antwerp 

 
 

 

Arianne has a Bachelor’s degree in Nursing from the 

Metropolitan Hospital College of Nursing, and a Master’s 

degree in Public Health from the University of the Philippines 

Manila. She is currently pursuing a second Master’s degree 

in Epidemiology at the University of Antwerp as a VLIR-UOS 

Scholar. Arianne has experience working for the Filipino 

Department of Health as a Senior Policy Research Associate, 

as well as other organisations, and is completing an 

internship at the Institut National de la Santé et de la 

Recherche Médicale (INSERM) in Paris, where she is involved 

in a research study on aging and Alzheimer’s disease.  

Mr Marek SIEK 

 

Poland 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Baruch College, The City 

University of New York 

 
 

Marek has a Bachelor’s degree in International Economic 

Relations from University of Information Technology and 

Management and, a Master’s degree in Political Science 

from Rzeszow University. He is currently pursuing a second 

Master’s degree in Trade Policy and Global Economic 

Governance at the Marxe School of Public and International 

Affairs at Baruch College.  Marek has experience working on 

various development programmes in Armenia, Indonesia and 

Mexico and has experience working with international 

political bodies such as the Polish Trade Department in New 

York City, the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in 

New York City, and the Embassy of Poland in Brussels. 

 

 

Ms Weronika ZIMNA 

 

Poland 

 

 

Board Member 
 

MamyGlos Foundation 

 
 

 

Weronika is a Board Member of the MamyGlos Foundation, 

a Polish youth-led initiative that empowers teenage girls to 

stand up against sexism and for their rights. She has also co-

funded Girls in IT, an initiative that teaches girls how to code. 

Currently, Weronika is also working on delivering sex 

education to Polish teenagers. Furthermore, she works as a 

freelance translator and web developer, as well as a project 

manager at internationally acclaimed Tonik Design Studio. 

Weronika is working on the 2018 Youth in Poland Report for 

the European People’s Party as an expert on youth civic 

engagement. 

 

Ms Ana Rita FOLGADO 

 

Portugal 

 

 

Freelance Architect  

 
 

 

Ana Rita has a Master’s degree in Architecture from the 

University of Lisbon and works as a freelance architect in 

Lisbon. In addition to her work, she is currently pursuing a 

second Master’s degree in Culture Studies with a 

specialisation in Management of the Arts and Culture at the 

Catholic University of Portugal. Her research project explores 

the topic of ‘Smart Cities’ and focuses on technology as a 

tool for the sustainable, ethical and inclusive development of 

cities. Furthermore, she has volunteered for Architects 

Without Borders and worked in different architecture firms 

both in Zurich and in Lisbon, developing projects of different 

scales and typologies.  
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Ms Ruxandra MANEA 

 

Romania 

 

 

Co-Founder 
 

Aspire for Teachers 

 
 

 

Ruxandra is the Co-Founder of Aspire for Teachers, a non-

profit that focuses on training the best public-school 

teachers in Romania. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

Political Science and Diplomacy from Ewha Womans 

University, a Master’s degree in Marketing, PR and 

Advertising from Sheffield University, and a second Master’s 

degree in East Asian Studies from University of Bucharest. 

Ruxandra has experience working for Google Romania as a 

Program Manager and taught a Korean Business Class at the 

University of Bucharest. Furthermore, she has been 

appointed as Ambassador of the KGSP Program by the 

Ministry of Education of South Korea.  

 

Mr David TIMIS 

 

Romania 

 

 

Co-Founder 
 

European Heroes 

 
 

David is currently a Growth Engine Manager at Google 

Romania, where he coordinates the digital skills training 

programme Atelierul Digital. He is also the Co-Founder of 

European Heroes, an initiative aimed at encouraging civic 

engagement among young Europeans. David has a 

Bachelor’s degree in European management from EM 

Strasbourg Business School and a Master’s degree in 

Business and Management from University of Glasgow. 

Furthermore, he is an active member of the Global Shapers 

Community and he was named ‘Young Leader of the Year’ in 

Romania by Revista Cariere and included on the Forbes ’30 

Under 30’ list, due to his work in promoting education, digital 

skills, and entrepreneurship among young people.  

 

Ms Elena KILLIAKOVA 

 

Russian Federation 

 

 

Founder 
 

YogaMorning@Vladivostok 

 
 
 

 

Elena is the Founder and Manager of the initiative 

Yogamorning@Vladivostok. She has a Bachelor’s degree in 

Economics from Far Eastern Federal University and, a 

Master’s degree in Public Policy and Governance from The 

University of New South Wales. Elena works as a Policy and 

Research Assistant for City of Ryde and as a Project Manager 

and Curriculum Developer for the Initiative Foundation. She 

was selected to represent Russia for the 2017 UNESCO 

Week for Peace and Sustainable Development in Ottawa to 

share her experience of leading community projects and 

peacebuilding initiatives. Elena is an author of a UNESCO 

youth-led guide on prevention of violent extremism through 

education.  

Mr Muhammad Noramin 

BIN MOHAMED FARID 

 

Singapore 

 

 

Doctoral Student 
 

Royal Holloway, University of 

London 

 
 

 

 

Muhammad Noramin is currently pursuing a Doctorate 

degree in Theatre, Drama and Dance Studies at Royal 

Holloway, University of London. He has been awarded the 

ASEAN-India Youth Award 2018, the Singapore Youth Award 

2017, and the Goh Chok Tong Youth Promise Award 2016, 

for his active participation as an arts creator and his research 

on traditional Malay arts in Singapore. Furthermore, he 

frequently writes on the importance of arts education in 

schools. He is the Co-Founder and Vice President of DIAN 

Dancers, a non-profit traditional Malay dance group, and the 

Joint Artistic Director of Bhumi Collective, a multi-disciplinary 

arts company.  
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Mr Daniar RUSNAK 

 

Slovakia 

 

 

Analytics & Automation 

Consultant 
 

Exponea 

 
 

 

 

Daniar is currently working as an Analytics & Automation 

Consultant for Exponea, one of the fastest growing start-ups 

in Europe. He deals with questions of Machine Learning, 

Automated Communication and Behavioural Analytics. 

Daniar holds a Bachelor’s degree in Law and Business 

Studies and a Master’s degree in Business Analytics, both 

from University of Warwick. He has experience working for 

Amazon, PwC, and KPMG. Furthermore, Daniar is a volunteer 

for Progressive Slovakia, a reformist political group building 

a positive platform on European, Green and Reformist 

agenda. Daniar is an ASEFEdu alumnus.   

Ms Denisa SAMKOVÁ 

 

Slovakia 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Comenius University 

 
 

Denisa is currently working towards a Bachelor’s degree in 

law from Comenius University. She is actively engaged in 

Phiren Amenca, a youth organisation based in Budapest, 

where she is currently a Board Member and Facilitator in 

study sessions, workshops and similar international projects. 

Coming from a Romani minority background, Denisa aims to 

become a human rights lawyer, focusing on minorities and 

asylum seekers. She has experience working for the 

Governmental Office for Human Rights and Equal Treatment 

and in Roma Public Policy, as well as experience as an 

English Teacher. Furthermore, the Goi Peace Foundation in 

Tokyo awarded her with an honorary mention on her essay 

regarding the future of young people.  

 

 

Mr Alexander CROWTHER 

 

Slovenia 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

University of Ljubljana 

 
 

 

 

Alexander is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in 

International Relations from University of Ljubljana. He has 

experience as a Slovenian delegate of the European Youth 

Parliament 2016/17 and has completed a traineeship at the 

European Union Parliament in the office of MEP Franc 

Bogovic, in Brussels. Alexander writes as a Columnist for the 

online media platform Slovenec, on topics including current 

geopolitical issues surrounding the European Union and 

wider European Economic Area.  

 

 

 

Ms Urška ERKLAVEC 

 

Slovenia 

 

 

President 
 

Youth Network No Excuse 

Slovenia   

 
 

 

Urška is the President of Youth Network No Excuse Slovenia, 

where she coordinates youth projects related to public health 

and sustainable development and as an activist working on 

tobacco and alcohol prevention and control. She has a 

Master’s degree in Pharmacy and is currently pursuing a 

Doctorate degree in Biosciences from University of Ljubljana, 

specialising in nutrition and public health. Urška has 

experience working for Youth Association What’s Up Slovenia 

and for Food Policy Youth Association on different evidence-

based prevention programmes, environmental health, and 

food policy.  
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Mr Alejandro ARTIACH 

SOUNSSI 

 

Spain 

 

 

Fellow 
 

Young Sustainable Impact 

(YSI) 

 
 

 

Alejandro is a Fellow at Young Sustainable Impact, where he 

co-founded a non-profit technology start-up that tackles the 

Sustainable Development Goal of Clean Water and 

Sanitation, by addressing the data crisis in water governance 

in India. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Economics and 

Politics from University of Exeter and was awarded the 

Chinese Government Scholarship to complete his graduate 

studies in China. Alejandro partook in an Erasmus+ 

exchange to University of Ljubljana. He also has experience 

working on microfinance and urbanisation projects in 

Morocco to help low-income individuals.  

 

Mr Jorge SÁNCHEZ 

HERNÁNDEZ 

  

Spain 

 

 

Programme Coordinator 
 

World Association of Girl 

Guides and Girl Scouts 

 
 

Jorge works as a Programme Coordinator for the World 

Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts in the Europe Office in 

Brussels. He leads large scale events and programmes for 

thousands of young people in Europe with the aim of supporting 

and empowering young girls to achieve their fullest potential. 

Jorge has a Master’s degree in Digital Business Management 

from the University of Barcelona. He is the founder of AEGEE-

Dresden, a youth based non-profit in Germany. He was also the 

Project Manager of ‘Europe on Trach: Can you hear the ECO’ which 

engaged over 2500 people on the topic of sustainability. Jorge is 

an ASEFEdu Alumnus.   

 

 

 

Mr Jordi TORRES ROSELLO 

 

Spain 

 

 

Recent Graduate 
 

College of Europe Natolin 

 
 

 

Jordi holds a Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy and Arts, a 

Master’s degree from the Diplomatic School of Spain, and a 

second Master’s degree from College of Europe Natolin. He 

has experience working in Commissioner Tibor Navracsics’ 

team cabinet at the European Union, where he received a 

first-hand view and understanding of the working and 

structure of different institutions, units and agencies. He also 

had experience at the Cervantes Institute in New York, where 

he was responsible for coordinating department meetings 

and external stakeholder liaison.  

Mr Christian NEUBACHER 

 

Sweden 

 

 

Co-Editor-in-Chief 
 

European Horizons’ Review 

of European and 

Transatlantic Affairs 

 
 

 

 

Christian is the Co-Editor-in-Chief of European Horizons’ 

Review of European and Transatlantic Affairs, a bi-annual 

academic journal. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

Economics and International Studies from University of 

Michigan. Christian has experience working for the European 

Banking Federation, as a Teaching Assistant at Michigan 

State University, and as a Research Assistant at University of 

Michigan. He was a delegate at the 2017 Summer Youth 

Assembly at the United Nations.  
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Mr Axel NORDENSTAM 

  

Sweden 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

University of Bath 

 
 

 

 

Axel has a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from University 

of Gothenburg and is currently pursuing the Euromasters 

programme degree in Contemporary European Studies, 

transatlantic link. As part of this programme, he is currently 

studying at University of Bath, and will go on to study at 

University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and Humboldt University. 

Axel has previously worked as an intern at the Embassy of 

Sweden in New Delhi and for Human Rights Watch, New York. 

Furthermore, he is the Co-Founder of More Youth, a think tank 

on youth policies, held the presidency for the Swedish 

Association of International Affairs and chaired the IAPSS World 

Congress for political science students in 2017.  

Ms Nathalie TALBERG 

PEDERSEN  

 

Sweden 

 

 

Co-Founder 
 

Rewopme 

 

Nathalie is the Co-Founder of Rewopme, a Swedish start-up 

that aims to set up cross-cultural collaborations between 

social entrepreneurs, young professionals and students. She 

holds a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from 

Jönköping International Business School and partook in 

exchanges at Kansai Gaidai University, Osaka and 

Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok. Nathalie is currently 

pursuing her Master’s degree in International Human 

Resources at Universidad Carlos III. Furthermore, she has 

experience working in India, Nigeria and Zimbabwe, 

mentoring participants in the development of their 

businesses.  

 

 

 

Ms Sabine FANKHAUSER 

 

Switzerland 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

University of St. Gallen 

 
 

 

 

Sabine is currently working towards a Bachelor’s degree in 

International Affairs from University of St. Gallen. As part of 

her role as a Swiss United Nations Youth Delegate she has 

organised school visits, workshops and study trips around 

Switzerland. Sabine also works as a Snowboard Instructor 

and as a Trainer at Into Education, a youth exchange 

organisation. Furthermore, she has been a board member 

for Student Impact, a consulting club for sustainable start-

ups, she was part of the organising committee for a trip of 

300 young people to the World Youth Day in Krakow and, she 

has been a Tutor for migrants and refugees with Youth Red 

Cross.  

Mr Linus MEIER 

 

Switzerland 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Zurich University of Applied 

Sciences 

 
 

 

 

Linus is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Natural 

Resource Science at the Zurich University of Applied 

Sciences. He has partaken in a student exchange year in 

Canada. Linus has experience interning at the Swiss Federal 

Department of Foreign Affairs within the Agency for 

Development and Cooperation, and experience working as a 

Customer Consultant for UBS Card Center.  
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Mr Phurit 

BOVORNCHUTICHAI 

  

Thailand 

 

Doctoral Student 

University of Oxford 

 
 

 

 

Phurit has a Bachelor’s degree in Nanoengineering from 

Chulalongkorn University and is currently pursuing a 

Doctorate degree in Healthcare Innovation at St. Cross 

College, University of Oxford. His work focuses on applying 

biomedical engineering principles to create a 3-D cancer 

model and extending it to the development a personalised 

drug screening platform. Phurit has completed an internship 

with KOOPrime Pte. Ltd. and Singapore Bioimaging 

Consortium as well as completed a clinical placement at a 

hospital in Oxford. He aspires to bridge the gap between 

engineering and medicine and delivers effective bench-to-

bed side treatments.  

Mr Chiawchan CHODHIRAT 

  

Thailand 

 

Police Captain 

Royal Thai Police 

 

Chiawchan is a Police Captain and Investigation Officer with 

the Royal Thai Police. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Police 

Science from the Royal Police Cadet Academy and a Master’s 

degree in Criminal Justice Administration from Boston 

University. Chiawchan is currently pursuing a second 

Bachelor’s degree in Law at Sukhothai Thammathirat Open 

University. He has experience working as a Research 

Assistant at Boston University and as an Instructor at the 

Royal Police Cadet Academy. Chiawchan has also worked 

with the Drug Abuse Resistance Education Teacher Program.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Pannavat 

VEERABURINON 

  

Thailand 

 

Graduate Student 

University of Stirling 

 
 

 

 

Pannavat was diagnosed with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder (ADHD) when he was 8 years old. He started the 

"Hypper" organisation, which empowers young people with 

ADHD and connects educational institutions, families, and 

society, to create friendly environments for those affected. 

So far, his organisation has empowered more than 100 

children and teenagers, and 64 parents and teachers. 

Currently, he is also pursuing his Master’s degree in 

Psychology at the University of Stirling. He is a selected 

participant for the Dalai Lama Fellowship, Kanthari, and 

Telenor Youth Forum. He has experience working with UNV, 

World Merit, Education for Development Foundation, and 

Deputy Army Attaché at the Royal Thai Embassy. 

Ms Nadia Rehman KHAN 

 

United Kingdom 

 

 

Chief Executive 
 

The Delicate Mind 

 
 

 

 

Nadia is the Chief Executive at The Delicate Mind, in addition 

to being a researcher at The British Foreign Policy Group. Her 

research focuses on how space based technology shapes 

foreign policy. Nadia has a Bachelor’s degree in International 

Relations from Queen Mary, University of London. Nadia has 

been awarded funding to create greater social cohesion, 

education around mental health and de-stigmatise mental 

health. She has run successful events and media campaigns 

as part of The Delicate Mind and established the enterprise 

in Birmingham and London to work with faith leaders in 

educating the South Asian Muslim community on mental 

health. Nadia is also part of the Faith and Belief Council.  
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Mr Babatunde ONABAJO 

 

United Kingdom 

 

 

Entrepreneur 
 

Start-up in registration 

process 

 
 

 

 

Babatunde has a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from 

Cardiff University and a Master’s degree in Brazil in Global 

Perspective from King’s College London. He has partaken in 

an exchange at University of Geneva. Babatunde is currently 

in the process of setting up a start-up aiming to improve 

workers’ rights. He has previously worked as a Public Affairs 

Executive for London Internet Exchange, as a Research and 

Data Entry Analyst for Acupay Systems, as a Media Intern for 

the British bankers’ Association and, as an intern for Mark 

Field, Member of Parliament representing Cities of London 

and Westminster.  

 

Ms Phuong MAI ANH TRAN 

 

Viet Nam 

 

 

Youth Program Coordinator 
 

United States Embassy in 

Hanoi 

 
 

 

 

Phuong has a Bachelor’s degree in International 

Communication and Cultural Diplomacy from the Diplomatic 

Academy of Vietnam. She is currently the Youth Program 

Coordinator for the United States Embassy in Hanoi, where 

she works closely with young people to run community 

service projects in Vietnam especially in remote areas and 

build people-to-people ties between Vietnam and the United 

States. Phuong has experience with AIESEC Hanoi and is the 

Founder of Youth and Communication, and organisation that 

aims to enhance students’ critical thinking and media 

literacy through communication activities. She has 

participated in exchange programmes in Canada and India, 

and worked for British Council Vietnam.  

 

Mr Phat NGUYEN 

 

Viet Nam 

 

 

Founder 
 

Chay Nhăt 

 
 

Phat is the Founder for the project Chay Nhặt, that aims to 

address marine pollution through cleaning up beaches and 

educating students. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in 

Business Administration from University of Economics, a 

Dual Master’s degree in Political Science from Ateneo de 

Manila University and in Peace Education from University for 

Peace, Costa Rica. Phat has experience working as a Youth 

Programme Facilitator for The Earth Charter Initiative and, as 

a Program Coordinator for the School for International 

Training. Furthermore, he is an active member of the Global 

Shapers community, attended a regional UNESCO workshop 

on Education for Sustainable Development and the UNESCO 

Youth Forum, themed ‘Youth Saves the Planet’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
#ASEFYLS3  ASEFYLS3 – Participants and Navigators Page 34/39 

 

 

 

Navigators 

 

 
 

The ASEFYLS Navigators Training invited 20 ASEFEdu alumni and partner-nominated youth leaders to 

undertake a 2-leg training; 16-20 May 2018 in Pune, India, and 10-14 July 2018 in Warsaw, Poland. 

The trainings aimed to hone the Navigators to take on the role as group facilitators at ASEFYLS3. 

Learn more about the ASEFYLS Navigators Training here. 

Mr Shantanu PAUL 

 

Australia 

 

 

Strategy Integration Lead 
 

Ashoka 

 
 

 

Shantanu leads the Venture team across Ashoka in South 

Asia as well as the strategy for the Search and Selection of 

Social Entrepreneurs across 12 countries in Asia. Shantanu 

came to India through the IDEX Global Fellowship program, 

an accelerator in Social Entrepreneurship for early stage 

professionals. Prior to this, Shantanu has worked for aid 

organisations in various capacities and founded the Save the 

Children Australia Youth Movement. He started his own 

organisation for Youth Mentorship and Youth Empowerment 

in Australia and has also extensively worked in the space of 

Youth Mental Health. Shantanu is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 

 

Ms Sharifah Adila “Didi”  

MALAI HAJI ABDULLAH 

   

Brunei Darussalam 

 

 

Vice Secretary 
 

SMARTER Brunei 

 
 

Didi is currently the Vice Secretary and the Deputy Director 

of Administration of SMARTER Brunei. She has a Bachelor’s 

degree in Professional Communications and Media from 

University Brunei Darussalam. Didi is a single mother of two 

sons, both of whom have autism, and has a brother with 

autism. She has spent most of her life advocating for autism 

and emphasises the importance of a strong family support 

system in any person's life. Didi is dedicated to ensuring the 

empowerment of individuals with autism and is a strong and 

active youth advocate in her community. She also has a 

background in Rights Protection and Legislation.  Didi is an 

ASEFEdu alumnus. 

 

 

Mr Costas 

 GEORGIADES 

 

Cyprus 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Maastricht University 

 

Costas has a Bachelor’s degree in European Law and is 

currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Globalisation and 

Law from Maastricht University. He also serves as a Policy 

Advisor on Internationalisation at Maastricht University, is a 

World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) Fellow under 

the WISE Learners Programme, and has done extensive field 

work in supporting refugees on the Greek island of Lesvos. 

Costas serves as a Board Member of the Youth Peace 

Ambassadors Network (YPAN) and is part of a pilot project 

that aims to introduce Global Citizenship Education within 

his university. Costas is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 

 

 

 

Ms Prakriti SHARMA 

 

India 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

Symbiosis School for Liberal 

Arts 

 

Prakriti is currently working towards a Bachelor’s degree in 

Psychology with a double minor in Law and Economics from 

the Symbiosis School of Liberal Arts. She is researching the 

effects of gender inequality on mental health and working for 

the Centre for Mental Health Law & Policy at the Indian Law 

Society College. Prakriti spent nine years living in Tokyo, has 

organised various mental health seminars, and has worked 

for several NGOs, such as Teach For India, Pionero and U&I, 

where she taught and provided support for underprivileged 

children.  

http://www.asef.org/projects/themes/education/4468-asefyls-navigators-training
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Mr Raghavendra 

 TENKAYALA 

 

India 

 

 

Deputy Director 
 

Bangalore International 

Center  

 
 

 

 

Raghavendra is currently the Deputy Director for the 

Bangalore International Center. He holds a Bachelor’s 

degree in Law from Bangalore University. Raghavendra has 

previously worked as a researcher for various organisations 

including FourthLion Technologies, as the Programme 

Coordinator for 1.Shanthiroad Studio/Gallery and, as an 

Associate Researcher for the Centre for the Study of Culture 

and Society. Furthermore he has worked as a Policy and 

Legal Advisor for a parliamentary campaign, and as a 

Programme Associate for the EkStep Foundation in India,   

an organisation that builds a universal, collaborative 

platform to re-imagine learning opportunities. 

 

Ms Hailley TURAKHIA 

 

India 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Symbiosis Institute of Media 

& Communication 

 
 

Hailley has a Bachelor’s degree in Mass Media from St. 

Xavier’s College, Mumbai, and is currently pursuing a 

Master’s degree in Communication Management at the 

Symbiosis Institute of Media and Communication. She has 

also partaken in an exchange at Sciences Po. Hailley has 

previously served as Cultural Exchange Ambassador for the 

Europe meets India programme (EUMInd), volunteered for 

the Udaan India Foundation and AIESEC France and 

Mumbai. She is passionate about leadership for change and 

has forged baby steps in this area through her youth-run 

community support organisation called 'Pause for a Cause'. 

 

 

 

 

Ms Rosemary SWEENEY 

 

Ireland 

 

 

Executive Officer 
 

Higher Education Authority 

 
 

 

 

Rosemary is currently an Executive Officer for the Higher 

Education Authority in Ireland, she works in access policy 

regarding under-represented groups such as ethnic 

minorities or people with disabilities. She also has 

experience volunteering in educational development in the 

Philippines with the organisation, Serve. Rosemary has 

previously worked as a youth worker and a drama teacher 

and is an active leader in her local Christian community. 

Rosemary is an ASEFEdu alumnus.  

 

 

Ms Keiko ONO 

 

Japan 

 

 

Human Resource Manager 
 

Google 

 
 

 

 

Keiko is currently a Human Resource Manager for Google 

Japan. She is also the Co-Founder of Social Innovation Japan, 

as well as the Islands Society, a non-profit that supports 

young leaders from small island development countries. 

Keiko has a Bachelor’s degree in Politics and Development 

from the School of Oriental and African Studies. She has lived 

in over 10 African and Asia-Pacific countries and has 

experience working in non-profits and the public sector, 

focusing on education and non-traditional security 

challenges, for example working for a start-up addressing 

barriers to Japan’s labour market. Keiko is an ASEFEdu 

alumnus.  
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Ms Momoko NARIMATSU 

 

Japan 

 

 

Personal Assistant 
 

Kspace International School 

 
 

 

 

Momoko works as a Personal Assistant to the Principal at 

Kspace International School in Tokyo. She holds a Master’s 

degree in Sport and Olympic Studies from Tsuskuba 

International Academy for Sport Studies, University of 

Tsuskuba, where she focused her research on physical 

activities and sport for individuals with disabilities. Momoko 

previously worked for My Gym Japan as a Fitness Instructor 

for children up to 13 years old. She has lived in India, Nepal 

and the United States. Momoko is an ASEFEdu alumnus.  

 

 

 

Ms Kristine MILERE 

 

Latvia 

 

 

Curator of Foreign 

Decorative & Applied Arts 
  

Art Museum Riga Bourse 

 

Kristine currently works at the Art Museum RIGA BOURSE as 

a Curator of Foreign Decorative and Applied Arts and is also 

pursuing a Doctorate degree at the Latvian Academy of 

Culture. Her main fields of studies focus on the theory of 

culture and cultural anthropology. She has recently started 

to work with research of the Asian art collection and with the 

creation of cultural context-based stories for the objects and 

the permanent exhibition of Asian art at the museum. 

Kristine also works as an exhibition curator and organises 

events to promote cross-cultural understanding. Kristine is 

an ASEFEdu alumnus. 

 

 

 

 

Ms Ieva KESKINE 

 

Lithuania 

 

 

Consultant 
 

United Nations 

Development Programme 

(UNDP) 

 
 

 

 

Ieva is a Consultant on Employment and Social Inclusion 

within the Sustainable Development Team at the Regional 

Bureau for Europe and the CIS, United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP). Her areas of expertise include social 

inclusion of vulnerable groups, minority rights, migration and 

human development. Ieva holds a Master’s degree in 

International and European Union Law, and a second 

Master’s degree in Human Rights and she was a Visiting 

Scholar at Columbia Law School in New York. She gained 

professional experiences across various sectors, including 

the Red Cross and in the UN system (UNHCR and UNDP). 

Ieva is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 

Mr Daniel  

RUIZ VIEJOBUENO 

 

Luxembourg 

 

 

Undergraduate Student 
 

University of Essex 

 
 

 

 

Daniel is currently working towards a Bachelor’s degree in 

Liberal Arts with a focus on Politics and Philosophy from the 

University of Essex. He has chaired the Luxembourg 

Delegation at the Model European Parliament in Vienna in 

2014. After leading his high school's student committee in 

2013/14, he was elected President of the Society of 

Luxembourg Students in Britain in the year 2016/17. Daniel 

is an ASEFEdu alumnus. 
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Mr Aqeel MALIK 

 

Pakistan 

 

 

Barrister–at–Law  
 

ANZ Partners 

 
 

 

 

Aqeel is a Barrister-at-Law and Partner at ANZ Partners, 

Pakistan, where he represents individuals of various 

industries and professions, including heads of national and 

international organisations, institutions and diplomatic 

missions. He completed his Bar Professional Training Course 

and Clerking with Honourable Judges at Snaresbrook Crown 

Court, UK and holds a Master’s degree in International and 

Comparative Law from George Washington University. Aqeel 

is a Member at the Honourable Society of Gray’s Inn in the 

United Kingdom Furthermore, he is a youth member of 

Pakistan Muslim League – Nawaz. Aqeel is an ASEFEdu 

alumnus.  

 

Ms Zuzanna ATANASOW 

 

Poland 

 

 

Graduate Student 
 

Diplomatic Academy of the 

Polish Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs   

 
 

Zuzanna has a Bachelor’s degree in Drama, Art and Music 

Studies from the University of Bologna, a Master’s degree in 

Art History from the University of Warsaw, and a second 

Master’s degree in European Interdisciplinary Studies from 

the College of Europe, Natolin. She is now pursuing 

diplomatic-consular training at the Diplomatic Academy of 

the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Zuzanna has 

experience working in international cultural institutions such 

as POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews, the 

International Art Exhibition La Biennale di Venezia, and for 

the College of Europe after her masters. Zuzanna has been 

working on both art and education-oriented programmes 

with a focus on Polish culture.  

 

 

Ms Laura VISAN 

 

Romania 

 

 

Project Manager  
 

Everis 

 
 

 

 

Laura is currently working as a Project Manager for Everis, a 

consultancy company where she does project management 

for the European Commission on labour mobility and skills 

development. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Translation 

and Interpretation, a Master’s degree in Political European 

Studies and a second Master’s degree in European Public 

Affairs. Laura further deepened her knowledge and passion 

for international development through training provided by 

the Belgian Development Agency. Furthermore, she 

volunteers with a local start-up, Europe Week initiative and, 

is a member of Europuls, a think-tank of Romanian experts 

in European affairs. Laura is an ASEFEdu alumnus.  

 

Ms Liudmila MANINA 

 

Russian Federation 

 

 

Senior Marketing Executive 
 

Holy Peppers Studio 

 
 
 

Liudmila is currently a Senior Marketing Executive for Holy 

Peppers Studio in Moscow and as a part-time Marketing 

Consultant at a London-based HR start-up where she works 

remotely with people all over the world. She holds a 

Bachelor’s degree from Plekhanov Russian University of 

Economics and a Master’s degree in Digital Marketing from 

Liverpool John Moore University. Liudmila has been working 

on international projects for the last 4 years, including 

marketing and communication strategies in digital media 

and analysis of audience behaviour online for the 2016 Rio 

Olympic Games. Liudmila is an ASEFEdu alumnus.  
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Mr Ankush WAGLE 

Singapore 

Research Assistant 

Institute of South Asian 

Studies, National University 

of Singapore 

Ankush is a Research Assistant at the Institute of South Asian 

Studies at the National University of Singapore, where he focuses 

on relations between South and Southeast Asia. He has a 

Bachelor’s degree in Politics, International Relations and 

Economics from University of Western Australia. Prior to university, 

he completed military service in the Singapore Armed Forces as 

an infantry commander. Ankush was selected for the Kennedy-

Lugar Youth Exchange and Study Programme, sponsored by the 

American State Department. Furthermore, he was a member of 

the inaugural Student Advisory Committee of the McCusker 

Centre for Citizenship at University of Western Australia. Ankush is 

an ASEFEdu alumnus.  

Mr Ramón MARTINEZ 

Spain 

Manager 

DARE Network 

Ramón works as a Manager for DARE Network, working on 

human rights and democracy programmes. He is the CEO of 

Learning Designers, where he works in coaching and 

mentoring for changemakers and transformational leaders, 

both trainers and youth. As a researcher and educator, 

Ramón specialises on critical and creative thinking and, 

working through collaborative and experimental processes 

for citizen empowerment and systemic change. Ramón is an 

ASEFEdu alumnus.  

Mr Mikael ERIKSSON 

Sweden 

Blue Book Trainee 

European External Action 

Service (EEAS) 

Mikael has a Bachelor’s degree in Sociology and Politics, with 

a minor in China Studies from University College Utrecht and, 

a Master’s degree in Psychosocial Studies from Birkbeck 

College, London. Mikael has experience interning at the 

Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has worked with 

refugees during the refugee crisis in Sweden. He has recently 

completed a traineeship at the Asia Pacific Department at 

the European External Action Service.  

Ms Sofia 

 KRISTENSSON 

Sweden 

Graduate Student 

University of Turin 

Sofia is currently pursuing the Erasmus Mundus Joint 

Master’s Degree Programme Economic Policies in the Age of 

Globalization. She is working towards the first part of the 

course in Political Science at the University of Turin and will 

then complete the second part of the course in Economics at 

the University of Paris 13. Sofia is the Swedish Country 

Representative for the Erasmus Mundus Association. She 

has professional experience focusing on business and 

management and policy for innovation and knowledge. Sofia 

is an ASEFEdu alumnus.  



NAVIGATION TOOLS Leadership entails determining a position, charting a course, and heading towards a destination. It means 

navigating around various obstacles - concrete ones like road blocks or soft ones like different views - and 

sailing through weather conditions as harsh as moral dilemmas. But are the manners of and tools for leading 

equally important as the end goal? And what are the elements – facts, beliefs, values, practical issues – that 

influence decisions in navigating towards a certain direction? 

The classic and modern tools such as the compass and the mobile phone in the ASEFYLS3 design show that 

every leadership must come with its own acceptable and effective measures. However, one has to be 

constantly alert and sensitive towards possible internal and external forces that might meddle, manipulate, 

and mislead one’s decision making process. Only then is the leader a true navigator, able to develop a sense 

of direction informed by self-awareness and societal needs, and thereby standing up for her/his chosen course. 
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