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Why do EU-Asia relations matter to you?
As a young European citizen watching the
EU intensify its ties with the Asian conti-
nent, | decided to commit myself person-
ally to the mutual understanding between
two important actors from these regions:
China and the EU. To do so, | became part
of European Guanxi, an empowered net-
work of young European professionals,
scholars and students, which was founded
in Barcelona in 2020. Our aim is to provide
a broader platform for debate, discussion
and analysis of EU-China relations under
the values of mutual understanding, trust
and cooperation. | joined European Guanxi
because | strongly believe that, together
with governments, civil society — especially
youth — has huge potential to make a dif-
ference to mutual understanding and
learning.

| see Europe-Asia cooperation not only as
an opportunity but also as a necessity. To-
gether, the regions account for more than
60% of global population, trade and GDP.
Ensuring that all these people are repre-
sented at the same table is therefore fun-
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damental. | believe the international order
we live in is undergoing profound and rap-
id changes. Despite the many geopolitical
tensions, the growing level of interdepen-
dence among global actors is undeniable
and became even more evident with the
Covid-19 pandemic. In a world of transfor-
mations — which is gradually shifting its
centre from the West to Asia — we must let
diversity be the starting point for mutual
learning rather than the cause of poten-
tially dangerous misunderstandings.

What are the greatest common
challenges for the EU and Asia today?
Today the fight against the coronavirus is
the main challenge, not only for Europe
and Asia but for the whole world. The pan-
demic made us realise — at a high price —
that public health isn't a national issue
anymore but rather an international one.
We were already aware that global matters
require global responses, and the post-
pandemic recovery is an example. The real
challenge lies in finding a way for a recov-
ery that allows both Europe and Asia to
prosper. We need a different form of glo-
balisation: one that is sustainable, that pur-
sues gender equality and that fights
racism and any other form of discrimina-
tion. In other words, a globalisation that
does not leave losers behind. | am confi-
dent that the Asian continent, which is
home to new, vibrant and dynamic forces,
can be a promoter of these values.
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Which Asian achievement do you
admire most?

| think one of the greatest Asian achieve-
ments has been the constitution of ASE-
AN. Bringing together entities with diverse
ethnicities, histories, languages, religions,
cultures and traditions should be viewed
with great admiration. Of course, coopera-
tion between actors that are so different in
nature will somehow be limited. However,
creating the opportunity for different inter-
locutors to sit at the same table is a signifi-
cant achievement, and the international
relevance of Southeast Asia is now grow-
ing significantly, both in geopolitical and
economic terms.
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The Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM) has been
the major political platform
linking Europe and Asia since

1996. Its 53 partners represent
60% of the world's population.
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